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FOREIGN ARTICLES, 
ENGLAND. 

The Hibernia, capt. Cobb, arrived at New York, 
on the morning of the 10th instant, from Liverpool, 
with London papers of the 10th, and Liverpool of 
the 11th ultimo, being 3 days later. The principal 
intelligence she brings js that of Mr. Jaucon having 
sueceeded throuzh the intervention of Messrs. Roths- 
childs, to affect another loan for £900,000 sterling, 
for which are to be issued stock debentures bearing 
an interest of 5 per cent. at 92. And a collateral 
security given of Ohio, Indiana and Pennsylvania 
stock. United States shares in London had imme- 
diately risen in consequence, aud had been sold at 
from £19 to £19 10. 

A Liverpool letter of the 11th says “no material 
change has taken place in cotton, the de:mand is 
moderate, but freely supplied, better qualities are 
most difficult of sales. 

Lord John Russel had issued a circular requesting 
the attendance of the members of parliament on the 
16th January. 

Intelligence of considerable interest had been re- 

On the 18th of September, the 








ceived from India. 
Anglo-Indian troops set out on their return from 
Gleizni. They were about to depose the chief of 
the principality of Kelat, for alledged unfriendly 
acts towards the English interest. A treaty, favor- 
able to England, had been concluded with the prince 
of Herat, and another with the successor of Run- 
ject Singh, securing tothem the navigation of the 
Stuledge. 

A conspiracy for the overthrow of the English 
power in India had been discovered at Karnaul, 270 
iniles from Madas. A strong detachment was dis- 
patched thither by the gov. general, and the fort sur- 
rendered without resistance. 


JAMAICA, 

Incendiarism in Jamaica. By the schooner Arcot, 
which arrived here yesterday from Savanah-la-Mar, 
Jamaica, we learn of a destructive fire, done by 
the negroes, and property lost of upwards of one 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds, and no insur- 
ance! 

MEXICO. 

Late arrivals at New Orleans fully confirm the 
previous account of the fall of Matamoras. The 
siege commenced on the 12th ult. and lasted three 
days, during which there is said to have been great 
slaughter on both sides—sixty to ninety of the 
Texans, alone, being killed. After the place had 
surrendered, the officers of the centralist party were 
permitted to depart for the interior without moles- 
tation—private property, in all cases, being re- 
spected—when the government troops and the in- 
habitants of the town, proclaimed in favor of the 
federalists, greeting the raising in the city of their 
flag with long, loud and deafening cheers. Intel- 
ligence was also received of a bloody revolution 
having broken out in the city of Mexico, in the 
midst of which Bustamente was deposed. The 
standard of federalism was being raised throughout 
the states of Mexico wherever heard from. 

The schvoner George H. Wetter, from Tampico, 
whenee she sailed on the 20th ult. brought no po- 
litical news of importance, excepting a report, cur- 
tent in that city, at the time of her 
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departure, | 


that 3,000 Mexican government troops were on 
their march towards Mataioras, to assist in frus- 
trating the designs of the federalists on that city; 
but, from recent accounts from the latter place, 
they will be ‘a day after the fair.” The Wetter 
brought $150,935 72 in specie to different houses 
in New Orleans. 
TEXAS. 

We have Texas dates to the 8ist ult. From the 
various New Orleans papers before us we make up 
the following items. Judge Waller has been ap- 
pointed postinaster general, and Alden M. Jackson, 
collector of the port of Galveston. Congress was 
still in session at Austin, but was expected to close 
about the middle of this month. A proposition was 
before congress to adopt the common law of Eng- 
land, which it is thought would pass. It. was pro- 
posed in congress to lay up the navy in ordinary, 
with the exception of one brig and a schooner, and 
to sell the steamer Lavola. Provisions were plenty 
at Austin, and the general condition of the country 
was good, 

The Colorado Gazette deprecated the action of 
the volunteer Texans in their descent upon Mata- 
moras, and seeins to fear that it will do an essential 
Gisservice to the new republic. The bill, to grant 
the bonds of Texas for $100 ia exchange for $80 
in specie cash, and bearing an annual interest of 10 
per cent. has passed the house of representatives of 
Texas, and gen’l Hamilton was only waiting for 
the action of the senate to leave at once for Eu- 
rope. The sale of Galveston lots by the company, 
has gone off at immense prices. [or lots 43 by 120 
$1,000 to $1,800 were freely paid. ‘The San An- 
tonio schooner of war was spoken off the mouth of 
the Sabine. Orders were waiting for her at Gal- 
veston, to repair at once to the mouth of the Rio 
Grande, in consequence of the fall of Matamoras. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

Appointments by the president, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the senate. Henry D. Gilpit, of 
Pennsylvania, to be attorney general of the United 
States, in the place of Felix Grundy, elected a se- 
nator of the United States from Tennessee. 

John J. Coleman, register of the land office at 
Huntsville, Alabama, from 31st December, 1839, 
when his late commission expired. 

John P. Helfenstein, register of the land office for 
the district of lands subject to sale at Lima, in the 
state of Ohio, from the 20th of February, when his 
present commission will expire. 

Albert Badkolet, register of the land office for the 
district of lands subject to sale at Vincennes, in the 
state of Indiana, from the 14th of January, 1840, 
when his present commission will expire. 

John C. Pedrick, tobe consul of the United States 
for the port of Rio Grande, in Brazil. 

Jesse D. Bright, to be marshal of the U. States 
for the district of Indiana, for the term of four years 
from the 19th day of January, 1840, when the term 
of service of the present marshal will expire. 

Samuel Allinson, to be consul of the U. States at 
Lyons, in France. 

Charies S. McCauley, to be acaptain in the navy, 
from the 9th December, 1839. 

Harrison H. Cocke, to be a commander in the 
navy, from the 3d March, 1839. 

Wm. J. McCluney, John B. Montgomery and 
Horace B. Sawyer, to be commanders in the navy, 
from the 9th of December, 1839. 

George McCreery, to be a lieut. in the navy, from 
the 3d March, 1839. 

John A. Winslow, Benj. Moore Dove, James R. 
Sully, Bernard J. Moeller, Ferdinand Piper, Henry 
Walke, Thornton A. Jenkins and Joseph C. Walsh, 
to be lieuts. in the navy, from the 9th Dee. 1839. 

John C. Mercer and Samuel C, Lawrason, to be 
surgeons in the navy, from the 9th December, 1839. 

Edward Bissell, to be purser in the navy, from 
the 30th December, 1839. 

John O. Connor Barclay, James B. Gould, Chas. 
H. Wheelwright, Richard W. Jeffry and Thos, M. 
Porter, to be assistant surgeons in the navy, from 
the 17th of October, 1839. 

Wm. A. Nelson, Wm. G.G. Willson and John 
Hi. Wright, to be assistant surgeons in the navy, 
from the 9th December, 1839. 


United States bank report. We publish this morn- 





ing the proceedings at the aniual meeting of the 


stockholders of the United States bank, heid yes- 
terday at the banking house. Our readers need 
not be told that the three or four months past have 
been marked by more excitement with reference to 
fiscal matters and banking than any other period of 
time within memory, and the important part which 
the U. States bank has been made to perform has 
not made that the object of the /east consideration. 
The meeting of yesterday was consequently look- 
ed to with much interest, and it affords us pleasure 
to state that the most perfect harmony and satis- 
faction were manifested by the numerous stock- 
holders present. There was not, during the morn- 
ing, heard a single complaint nor an angry query, 
and we trust that the report put forth and received 
with such evidences of satisfaction, will tend to 
renew general confidence, and aid in restoring a 
state of feeling necessary to the resuscitation of 
trade in our cily. 


Bank of the United States, Jan. 6, 1840. 
A general meeting of the stockholders of the 
Bank of the United States was held this day at ten 
o*clock, A. M. agreeably to charter and pursuant 
to public notice. 


Alexander Henry, esq. was called to the chair 
and ‘T’. Leaming Smith appointed secretary. 


The president presented a report from the divi- 
dend committee, which had been made to and 
adopted by the board of directors, as to the condi- 
tion of the bank, which was read by the secretary. 


The committee appointed on the 31st ultimo to 
enquire whether any, and, if any, what dividend 
for the last six months should be declared out of the 
profits of the Bank of the United States, report: 

That from the statement herewith submitted 
marked A, it will appear that the amount of profits 
arising from discounts, exchange, interest and other 
sources, during the past six months, is one million 
one hundred and twenty-one thousand nine hundred 
and three dollars and seventy-nine cents, 

$1,121,903 79 
Deducting from this sum 

the current expences 

of the bank and its 

officers and agencies, 

forthe same period, $190,261 89 
And interest on bond to 


the United States, 184,094 76 





324,356 65 





The nett profits will amount to 

To this sum must be added the ba- 
lance remaining to the credit of 
rofit and loss, as reported by the 
ast dividend committee, amount- 
ing to 

And also the following sum of two 
millions six hundred thousand dol- 
lars, being the balance of the bonus 
for the charter for the unexpired 
terin of twenty-six years, hereto- 
fore charged to profit and loss, and 
now, by order of the board, restor- 
ed to that account, to be rateably 
distributed throughout the remain- 
ing term of the charter, 


$797,547 14 


3,021,289 32 


2,000,000 00 





Amounting together to $6,418,836 46 
From which is to deducted the sum 

of one million one hundred and 

thirty-nine thousand nine hundred 

and ten dollars and seventy-four 

cents, being losses, anc expenses of 

interest, and exchange, and specie 


in Europe and in the U. States, 1,139,910 74 





Which leaves the sum of $5,278,925 72 


Five millions two hundred and seventy-eight 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-five dollars and 
a -two cents being the aggregate of nett pro- 

Ss. 

The committee further report, that the statement 
herewith submitted marked B, exhibits the last 
returns of suspended debt and real estate, with an 
estimate of the probable loss, and an account of the 
interest due on the same. 

The statement C presents a comparative view of 
these several subjects, and the statement marked 
D presents the state of the contingent fund to meet 
the losses of the bank. ) 
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From these several statements it will 
appear that the amount of the con- 
tingent fund to’ meet losses is six 
millions of dollars, $6,000,000 00 
To which may be added the interest 
on that part.of the suspended debt 
estimated good, amounting to six 
hundred and twenty-eight thousand 
seven hundred and thirty-five dol- 


lars and seventy-eight cents 628,735 78 





: $6,628,735 78 
The estimated probable loss on sus- 


pended debt and real estate is 6,392,651 22 





Leaving $236,084 56 


| Two hundred and thirty-six thousand and eighty- 
four dollars and fitty-six cents more than the esti- 
mated probable loss. 
The attention of the committee has 
been, called to the great reduction in 
the liabilities of the bank in the 
item of post notes, which on the 
30th of October last amounted to $9,205,884 00 
Whilst at the present time the amount 


outstanding is less than 5,000,000 00 





From the foregoing statements exhi- 

biting a surplus of $5,278,925 72 

The committee are of opinion that a dividend 
could now be declared by the bank, and strong in- 
ducements to suggest that course would press 
themselves on the committee, if they considered 
only their wishes to meet the very natural expecta- 
tions of the stockholders of the institution, who 
have looked with great confidence to a regular dis- 
tribution of the profits at the accustomed periods. 
But, upon mature consideration of the subject, 
they are induced to believe that the permanent in- 
terests of the institution and ultimate benefits of 
the stockholders themselves will be promoted by 
withholding ‘a dividend for the present. The ac- 
tual condition of the banks of this state, and re- 
spect for the legislature, now on the eve of assen- 
bling, furnish additional motives to this course, and 
admonish the board to direct all its means, and its 
most stretuous efforts, to replace the bank ina 
position of increased strength at the earliest pos- 
sible period. 

The committee, therefore, offer the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, to 
declare a dividend out of the profits of this bank. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

M. NEWKIRK, 
Chairman of the dividend committee. 

On motion, the said report was approved, and 

the meeting adjourned 


NAVY. 

The following statement of ships in commission, 
and the stations on which they are cruising is among 
the documents accompanying the report of the 
secretary of the navy. 


Mediterranean.—Commodore Isaac Hull, com- 
mander.—Ship of the line Ohio, flag ship, captain 
Joseph Smith; frigate Brandywine, captain Wm. C. 
Bolton; sloop Cyane, commander W. K. Lattimer, 


Pacific—Commodore Alexander Claxton, com- 
mander.—Frigate Constitution, flag ship, captain 
Daniel Turner; sloops Lexington, captain John H. 
Clack; Falmouth, captain Isaac McKeever; St. 
Louis, commander French Forrest; schr. Boxer, 
jieutenant commanding W. ©, Nicholson; Shark, 
lientenant commanding A. Bigelow. 


Coast of Brazil—Commodore J. B. Nicholson, 
commander.—Razee Independence, flag ship, com- 
modore J. B, Nicholson; sloop Fairfield, comman- 
der Charles Boarman. 


West Indies—Commodore W. B. Shubrick, com- 
mander.—Frigate Macedonian, captain Beverly 
Kennon; sloops Ontario, commander J. D, Willian- 
son; Erie,.commander Wm. N. Taylor; Levant, 


Joseph Smoot; Warren, commander Wm. A. Spen- 
cer. 


East Indies—Commodore G. C. Read, com- 
mander,—Frigate Columbia, commodore G. C. 
Read; corvette John Adams, commander Thomas 
W. Wayman. 


Exploring expedition—Lieutenant commanding 
Charles Wilkes.—Sloops Vincennes, lieutenant 
commanding C. Wilkes; Peacock, lieat. command- 
ing W. 8, Hudson; store ship Relief, lieut. com’g 
A. K. Long; brig Porpoise, Jieut. com’g C. Ring. 
gold. 

Special service—Schooner Grampus, lieut. com’: 
John S. Paine. ; 


Atlantic coast—Steam ship Fulton, captain M. 
C. Perry. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
MAINE, 

Governor Fairfield has transmitted hig annual 
message to the legislature. On the subject of the 
controversy with Georgia, he is very calm. He 
thinks the feeling in Maine to interfere with the 
state rights of Georgia, as to slave property, is sub- 
siding, and believes the only point in dispute is 
whether the two white men claimed by Georgia, 
were, in fact, fugitives from justice. “The go- 
vernor has had a correspondence with the lieute- 
nant governor of New Brunswick, respecting the 
armed occupation, by two British companies, of 
Temiscouata lake, in the disputed territory, and 
having ascertained such to be the fact, he calls 
upon the president of the United States for that 
protectipn from invasion guarantied by the consti- 
ution. Sir John Harvey seems to admit such an 
occupation to be in contravention of the agree- 
ment between him and general Scott, but excuses 
himself upon the ground that it has taken place 
under the authorities of Lower Canada.” 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The absentees. The Atlas of the 4th says: 
eighteen members appeared in the house of repre- 
sentatives yesterday to be sworn, 12 of whom are 
whigs and 6 are Van Buren. 

Since the vote for speaker, therefore, 25 mem- 
bers have appeared, 15 of whom are whigs of the 
most unflinching and uncompromising stamp, and 
10 are Van Buren. The vote for speaker showed 
251 whigs, 221 Van Buren. Adding the 25 absen- 
tees who have since come in, as divided above, it 
makes 266 whigs, 231 Van Buren. Total 497. 

A majority of the committee of the legislature, 
have reported that Marcus Morton has a majority of 
one vote for governor. The vote stands as follows: 
whole number 102,066; necessary for a choice 
51,034; Marcus Morton 51,034; Edward Everett 
50,725; scattering 307. ‘The entire committee did 
not agree on the report, and a minority report was 
made. The question is yet to be decided by the 
legislature. 

NEW YORK. 

New York legislature. On Wednesday the three 
senators elected from the third district drew lots 
for their respective terms of service, which result- 
ed as follows: Mr. Sandford is senator for one year, 
Mr. Humphrey for two years and gen. Root for 
four years. The three year term is held by Mr. 
Paige, a Van Buren man, who was elected a year 
ago. Gen. Root offered a resolution for a call of a 
convention to amend the constitution of the U. 
States, limiting the election of a president to one 
term—prohibiting the appointment of members of 
congress to office—also prohibiting the removal 
from office by the president without the consentof 
the senate, and appointing the secretary of the 
treasury by congress. Mr. Furman introduced a 
bill providing for the election of a senator in con- 
gress the day after the passage of the bill—it was 
read once. In the house, Mr. Porter iniroduced 
his bill for the election of state printer for four 

ears, and Mr. Thurlow Weed was named in the 

ill by a majority of ten votes. The bill was still 
uncer discussion when the bonse adjourned. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Harrisburg, Jun. 7, 1840. 

The house met this morning at half past 11 
o’clock, and the secretary of the commonwealth 
read the returns of election without interruption, 
as the administration had a decided majority with- 
out contesting any of the seats of whig members. 
Upon the calling of the roll, 79 gentlemen answer- 
ed to their names. The house then went into an 
election for speaker, and Mr. Hopkins (the late 
speaker) was elected on the first ballot, having re- 
ceived 59 votes. 

The senate met at three o’clock in the afternoon, 
and after being organized proceeded to an election 
for speaker. Mr. Rogers, of Bucks county, re- 
ceived 16 votes; Mr. Penrose 9; and 2 scattering 
votes. Mr. Rogers was declared to be duly elected. 

It is understood that all the old officers of the 
house will be re-elected. Mr. Buebler is expected 
to be elected clerk of the senate. The contest for 
the printing will be unusually ardent, as five ad- 
ministration papers are looking for the ‘‘spoils.”’ 

[ Phil. Nat. Gaz. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The results of the late session are thus grouped 
together in the Charleston Mercury: 

They have rejected resolutions requiring the 
bank of the state to abstain from speculation in 
stock and to withdraw ber cizculation of smal! bills; 
they have granted an extension of time for enlarg- 
ing the capital of the Bank of Charlesion, because, 
if required now, the stockholders might find it ne- 
cegsary to let the unselect public into a share of 





in extricating the rail road compary, thus sanc- 
tioning that monster; (a corporation which may be 
legally bankrupt on one side, and blooming in fresh 
youth on the other) they have voted to run the 
state $600,000 further in debt to perfect their lien 
on a road that thus far has little more than paid the 
expense of keeping it in operation; they have re- 
jected a bill imposing penalties on the banks for 
suspending eash payment, and compelling them to 
resume within a reasonable time. 
The new tax bill. Weare requested to call at- 
tention to the notice of the tax collector of this dis. 
trict, which will be found in our paper to-day, 
Two new provisions in the tax bill of this year are 
important. The first is, that all the real estate out 
of the parishes of St. Philip and St. Michael, is to be 
returned on oath of the proprietor at its actual value. 
The other is embraced in the provision of the act 
which imposes a tax of one-eight of one per cent. 
upon all purchases and sales of bullion, specie, 
bank notes, bills of exchange and stocks, which 
may be made by any brokers or agents in this state, 
for, or on account of any bark company or indi- 
vidual, without the state; and also upon all such 
urchases and sales as may be made by any such 
Soher or agent, upon his own account, or for ac- 
count of others engaged in the same pursuit.” 

There has been some discussion and not a little 
astonishment at the imposition of such atax. We 
understand that the Charleston delegation one and 
all have returned an ‘‘ignoramus”’ to all questions 
about this remarkable novelty—even the chairman 
of the committee who reported the bill, wasbes his 
hands of all participation. [Charleston Mercury. 

GEORGIA. 

The Argus of Saturday morning, says— 

The bill of the session appears to have been that 
for extending the privileges and capital of the bank 
at Milledgeville, and changing its name to that of 
the Central bank of Georgia. The leading features 
of this bill, which is before us at length in the Au- 
gusta Sentinel, are these: The new bank is autho- 
rised to issue double the amount of its capital, while 
the clause in the old charter, restricting the circu- 
lation to the amount of specie on hand and bills of 
other banks, as well as that which limits the in- 
debtedness to the amount of capital, or to any 
amount, are repealed; so that the new money lender 
may borrow all it can get credit for. The new bank 
is expressly authorised to refuse specie on Us promises 
to pay cash on demand, if the holder be the agent of 
a bank which does not pay specie. Itis directed to 
sell at par, (as soon as that can be got for it) the 
stock owned by the state (except that pledged Lo the 
university) in the Bank of Augusta, the Planters’ 
bank of the state of Georgia, and the Darien bank 
—the avails to become part of the capital of the 
new bank. 

Of the 48 senators who voted for this ‘bill of 
abominations” all but four were friends of the fede- 
ral administration. 

Droll legislation in Georgia. A bill passed the 
senate on the 12th inst. yeas 45, nays 39, which 
vests with the superior or inferior courts of the 
| State, under certain conditions and restrictions, the 
power to incorporate churches, hotels, volunteer and 
manufacturing companies, change the names of in- 
dividuals, &c. 

The Central bank bill has been passed; which 
authorises the bank to issue bills to double the 
amount of its capital. ! 

First effect of the law. We understand in con- 
sequence of the bank paying out to the members, 
under the law, about one hundred thousand dollars, 
the Central bank bas for the first time suspended 
specie payment; and that too under the coercion o! 
a hard money party legislature. 

The legislature on Saturday last passed a bill of 
rather an extraordinary character. By the bill, the 
banks, in their semi-annual reports, are to set forth 
the amount due by the directors and slockholders, 
and when the amount of any such exceeds ten thou- 
sand dollars, their names and the amount are to be 
published. [Milledgeville Recorder. 

The presidency, &c. At a meeting, in Milledge- 
ville, of the members of the Georgia legislature of 
the state rights whig party, the following resolu- 
tions were adopted: 

Resolved, That the state rights party of the seve- 
ral counties in this state, .be requested to send from 
each county as many delegates as such county }3 
entitled to members in both branches of the general 
assembly, to a convention, to be held in Milledge- 
ville on the first Monday in June next, to nominate 
candidates for congress; candidates for president 
and vice-president of the United States, and an 
electoral college to vote for the latter. 2 

Resolved unanimously, as the deliberate opinion 
of this meeting, that neither William Henry Har- 
rison nor Martin Vat: Buren, is entitled to the votes 





the ag Mh at they have re-chartered the rail 
jroad bank, independent of all obligation to assist 


of the state rights party in Georgia. 
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ALABAMA. 

The message of the governor to the Alabama le- 
gislature at its opening is spoken of favorably by 
the southern press. It discusses but few subjects 
of general interest. 

in relation to the banks of that state, there are 
some singular disclosures in the message. The 
state bank and branches are owned by the state, 
and the faith of the state is pledged for the redemp- 
tion of their bills. State creditis not an effectual 
guarantee in aid of bank credit always, judging by 
this example, as this pledge has not been able to 
keep Alabama bills at any thing like par, out of 
the limits of the state. The banks, it seems, have 
ten millions of capital, and have afforded the peo- 
ple only a circulation of three millions. The go- 
vernor shows the great evil of government or legis- 
lature directorship. He gives as an example the 
fact, that two sets of directors, elected of course by 
the legislature, and the members of the legislature of 
two successive years, obtained accommodations to 
a larger amount, and will probably be the cause of 
greater loss to the banks than the whole community 
besides. This looks bad enough, and tells a poor 
tale for state management in bank affairs. 

A Tuscaloosa paper says that a bill has been in- 
troduced into the senate of Alabama, to impose a 
fine upon all bachelors in that state. Sihgle gen- 
tlemen of 25 are to pay $5, and $5 for each and 
every year over that age. 

. OHIO. 

Ohio legislature. ‘The committee on the banks 
and currency in the Ohio house of delegates have 
reported bilis to repeal the charters of the Ohio 
Life Insurance and ‘Trust company, and the Bank 
of Chillicothe. The bills were read a first time and 
ordered to Jie upon the table. The committee 
state that these institutions have forfeited their 
charters by the issuing of post notes. 

ILLINOIS. 

We understand that a resolution before the di- 
rectory of the State bank yesterday, to resume 
specie payments to-day, was lost by a large ma- 
jority. The 60 days during which by the charter, 
the bank may suspend specie payments, expire to- 
day. The bank having declined to resume, and 
the legislature having refused to legalize the sus- 
penzion, the charter of the bank is therefore forfeit- 
ed. Whether the legislature will restore it, or not, 
by the bank's subinitting to certain measures of 
reform in her charter, remains to be seen. Itis 
impossible for us at present to say what will be the 
result. We understand that the directory of the 
bank have passed a resolution discharging the clerks 
and some other officers of the bank, after a certain 
day, which we understand to be a preliminary 
measure to the closing of the concerns of the bank. 

(Ill. State Journal of 13th ult. 


MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK. 
Fellow citizens of the senute and assembly: 

The experience of the past year teaches us that 
the most perfect form of government and the most 
favored condition of society cannot exempt us from 
the vicissitudes of life. We have, nevertheless, 
great cause of thankfulness to the Universal Fa- 
ther. The seasons have been propitious; we have 
been free from the ravages of pestilence and the cala- 
mities of war; the earth has yielded abundant fruits, 
and notwithstanding the embarrassments which 
have been felt by every class of society, the com- 
forts of life were never more equally or more pro- 
fusely distributed. Industry has not been diverted 
from its pursuits, and mutual confidence, although 
temporarily shaken, has still a firm support in the 
prevalence of morality and the supremacy of the 
Jaws. ‘The credit of the state remains unimpaired, 
and its currency has in a great degree escaped the 
evils which have elsewhere proved disastrous.— 
Peaceful relations have been maintained with fo- 
reign countries, and the harmony of the states 
has not been disturbed. The great safeguards of 
our liberty reinain; all the elements of our nation- 
al prosperity have been preserved; and we are 
permitted to rejoice with increased confidence in 
the durability of the union and the perpetuity of 
public institutions. 

The officer having charge of the fiscal depart- 
ment will lay before you full information concern- 
ing the condition of the treasury. The revenues of 
the state have increased during the fiscal year.— 
The auction duties have amounted to $225,401 84, 
being an increase over those of the preceding year 
of $83,299 49. The amount received for salt’ du- 
ties has been $189,363 12, being af excess over 
those of the previous year of $80,333 57. 

I respectfully refer you to the report which will 
be submitted by the commissioners of ie canal 
fund, for detailed information concerning that fand 
aud the operations of the commissioners. ‘The 
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amount of tolls, including rents of surplus water 
and sales of lands, on all the canals during the last 
fiscal year was $1,656,902 11, being an increase 
over the receipts of the previous year of $165,202 
15. The whole amount of charges upon the canals 
excepting interests on loans, was $599,099 37, 
which deducted from the receipts leaves the nett 
proceeds from tolls $4,057,802 74. The amount 
of charges has been increased $139,111 78, during 
the past year by payments, in pursuance of legisla- 
tive direction, for the Glenn’s falls feeder, for the 
improvement of the Tonawanda and Ellicot creeks, 
and for the Black River canal, and Erie canal feeder 
and by payments under special acts for previous 
liabilities, leaving the ordinary charges at $459,987 
59. The charges of the preceding year, after de- 
ducting the extaordinary payment for the Glenn’s 
falls feeder, were $562,315 32, showing a diminu- 
tion in the ordinary charges during the last fiscal 
year of $102,327 73. 

The productive capital of the common school 
fund at the close of the last fiscal year was $1,932,431 
99, to which has since been added the sum of 
$45,647 64, making an aggregate of $1,978,067 63. 
The revenue during the year, including $165,000 
appropriated from the income of the U. 8. deposite 
fund, to the support of common schools, was 
$282,472 27. The amount paid out of the treasury 
was $275,000. 

The capital of the literature fund is $268,164 38. 
The revenue during the year, including $28,000 
appropriated from the income of the U. S deposite 
fund, was 48,409 07. The amount paid from this 
revenue was $47,978 46. 

The bank fund has a capital of $818,850 50. Its 
revenue during the year was $36,638 20. There 
has been paid during the same period to contribut- 
ing banks, on account of dividends, $29,682 51. 

The improvement which has taken place in all 
the revenues of the state, while it must be highly 
gratifying to our fellow citizens, will, I hope, only 
conduce to greater economy in the management of 
public affairs. 

The fourth instalment of the U.S. surplus reve- 
nue, which was directed to be distributed among 
the states by an act of congress, is still withheld.— 
The portion of that instalment due to this state is 
$1,338,178 57. Relying upon prompt payment 
of that instalment, the state has loaned an equiva- 
lent sum to her citizens. I cannot doubt that you 
will insist upon the fulfilment of the pledge of the 
federal government, and will, at the same time, pro- 
test against the withdrawal of the instalments al- 
ready received. 

Two hundred and nine convicts were received, 
within the year, into the state prison at Mount 
Pleasant. The whole number of convicts in that 
prison is eight hundred and five. The amount re- 
ceived for labor during the past year including, the 
value of marble furnished for the construction of 
the new state hall, was $73,203 34. The expendi- 
tures, including moneys paid for the completion of 
the prison for female convicts, and the expense of 
transportation of convicts, were $73,449 81. 

The number of convicts in the state prison at 
Auburn is six hundred and sixty-five. The number 
received during the year was two hundred and twen- 
ty-eight. The earnings of the prison, during the year, 
were $60,161 46, and the expenditures $51,671 21. 

The high reputation which this state had acquir- 
ed from the improvement of its criminal code, and 
from its system of penitentiary discipline, has re- 
cently become impaired by very general complaints 
of inhumanity in the management of our prisons.— 
While the punishment of offenders should always 
be enforced with firmness, the spirit of the age 
manifestly requires that discipline should be tem- 
pered with kindness; and that moral influence, 
rather than severe corporeal punishment, should be 
employed to secure the submission, and promote 
the reformation of the convict. [ trust that you 
Will bestow early attention upon the defects of the 
present system, and I respectfully suggest that pro- 
vision be made by Jaw for the instruction of con- 
victs, and for supplying them with such books as 
shall conduce to their reformation. 

I also invite your attention to the condition of 
our county jails. The baleful influence of vicious 
association is too often promoted by the cefects in 
their construction, and the experience they furnish 
is calculated to destroy whatever remains of gener- 
ous spirit or virtuous motives. Their defects de- 
mnand correction, not less upon the ground of econo- 
my than from considerations of humanity, and if 
we would not fall into a common error, we should 
seek to reclaim less hardened offenders by cultivat- 
ing their moral feelings while we are dispensing the 
punishment awarded to their crimes. 

You will learn from the report of the managers 
of the house of refuge, that the responsibilities of 
that institution have been discharged with effiency 


and with the most salutary results, The establish- 
ment of a similar institution in the western part of 
the state is desired by a very large number of our 
fellow citizens. The proposition derives weight 
from the consideration of the expense of transport- 
ing offenders from distant counties, and the cost of 
maintaining them in a populous city, and will doubt- 
less receive at your hands the discriminating favor 
to which it is justly entitled. 

The institution tor the instruction of the blind 
continues to discharge its responsibilities with good 
success. It hassixty-six pupils, of whom fifty-nine 
are state pupils, and there are sixty-nine vacancies 
to be filled from the different counties, in pursu- 
ance of the law passed atthe last session. The in- 
stitution for the deafand dumb administers its ines- 
timable benefits to one hundred and seventy pupils, 
maintains its high reputation, and enjoys the un- 
measured confidence and kindness of the communi- 
ty among whom it is located. One hundred and 
twenty of these pupils, being the full number al- 
lowed by law, are supported at the expense of the 
state. 

I transmit a report of the commissioners appoint- 
ed to superintend the erection of the lunatic asylum, 
from which you will learn that they are prosecuting 
their important duties with efficiency. 

Our scientific institutions continue to maintain 
their high reputation. Twenty-five students were 
graduated at Columbia college within the year, and 
that institution has now one hundred .and thirty- 
eight members. The number of graduates at the 
university of the city of New York was twenty- 
eight, and its present number of under-graduates is 
eighty. The grammar school connected with that 
institution contains two hundred and sixty pupils. 
One hundred and six students received their first 
degree at Union college, and it has now two hun- 
dred and seventy-eight members. There are nine- 
ty-two students at Hamilton college, and seventeen 
were graduated within the year. Geneva college 
has thirty-three students. 

The state is a creditor of the university of the 
city of New York for materials furnished by the 
state prison at Mount Pleasant and used in the con- 
struction of the collegiate buildings. The trustees 
of that institution will apply for a relinquishment 
of the debt. I have great pleasure in transmitting 
to you a document containing a view of the rise, 
progress and present condition of the university .— 
The liberal principles upon which it was establish - 
ed, the munificent endowments of its founders and 
patrons, and the perseverance with which it has 
surmounted many and great embarrassments, as 
well as the promise of its usefulness, guaranteed by 
new and auspicious councils, commend the appeal 
of the trustees to the favorable consideration of the 
legislature. 

You will learn with great satisfaction that the 
law providing for the establishment of libraries in 
the school districts has been carried into successful 
operation in most parts of the state, and that mea- 
sures have been adopted, in pursuance of an act 
past at the last session to secure an efficient visita- 
tion of the common schools. 

Although our system of public education is well 
endowed, and has been eminently successful, there 
is yet occasion for the benevolent and enlightened 
action of the legislature. The advantages of edu- 
cation ought to be secured to many, especially in 
our large cities, whom orphanage, the depravity of 
parents, or some form of accident or misfortune 
seems to have doomed to hopeless poverty and ig- 
norance. ‘Their intellects are as susceptible of ex- 
pansion, of improvement, of refinement, of elevation 
and of direction, as those minds which through the 
favor of Providence are permitted to develop them- 
selves under the influence of better fortunes; they 
inherit the common lot to struggle against tempta- 
tions, necessities and vices; they are to assume the 
same domestic, social and political relations; and 
they are born to the sare ultimate destiny. 

The children of foreigners, found in great num- 
bers in our populous cities and towns and in the vi- 
cinity of our public works, are too often deprived 
of the advantages of our system of public education, 
in‘consequence of the prejudices arising from differ- 
ence of language or religion. It ought never to be for- 
gotten that the public welfare is as deeply concern- 
ed in their education as in that of our own children. 
I do not hesitate, therefore, to recommend the es- 
tablishinent of schools in which they may be in- 
structed by teachers speaking in the same language 
with themselves, and professing the same faith.— 
There would be no inequality in such a measure, 
since it happens from the force of circumstances, if 
not from choice, that the responsibilities of educa. 
tion are in most instances confided hy us to native 


citizens, and occasions seldom offer for a trial of 


our magnanimity by committing that trust to per- 





sons differing from ourselves in language or reli- 
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gion. Since we have opened our country in all its 
fullness to the oppressed of every nation, we should 
evince wisdom equal to such generosity by qualify- 
ing their children for the high responsibilities of 
citizenship. 

The time assigned for the completion of the geo- 
logical survey of the state is about to expire. High 
expectations of its usefulness have been raised by 
the partial reports which have from time to time 
been submitted to the legislature, and provision 
should be made for the preservation of the invalua- 
ble scientific treasures which have been collected. 
Extensive as the collection is, it will probably be 
continually increased by new contributions. The 
place assigned for its accommodation shonld, there- 
fore, be spacious and accessible. ‘The encourage- 
ment of agriculture, by the more general dissemina- 
tion of the sciences which it employs, has been the 
subject of frequent recommendations from this de- 
partment, and of much discussion in the legislature. 
The geological survey may be regarded as laying 
the foundation of institutions for popular instruction 
in these sciences, and I confidently anticipate that 
it will not only develop the mineral resources of 
the state, but will secure to agriculture its rightful 
consideration and influence. 

The whole number of the militia of the state is 
180,103, of which 7,427 are cavalry and borse-artil- 
lery, 9,256 are artillery, 160,420 are infantry, in- 
cluding light-infantry and riflemen, and 3,000 are 
cavalry andartillery attached to brigades of infan- 
try. Itis manifest that the militia system has lost 
some of the popular respect with which it was once 
regarded, and has received little of that legislative 
care which is necessary to preserve the usefulness 
and efficiency of all our institutions. This cannot 
be pradent, unless it is wise to forget in peace the 
probability of war, and in undisturbed tranquillity 
the danger of civil commotion. I trust, therefore, 
that you will take measures to bring the subject be- 
fore congress, in order to accomplish the necessary 
reform. Itis possible that some of the defects of 
the system may be reached by our own legislation. 
At present the rich and the fortunate evade, in a 
great degree, the performance of military duty, 





to establish the necessary safeguards for the full 
and uninterrupted exercise of the elective franchise 
by all those, whether rich or poor native or natura- 
lized, whatever may be their employment or condi- 
tion in life, to whom that inestimable privilege is 
guaranteed. 

The constitution provides that every male citi- 
zen of the age of twenty-one years, who shail have 
been an inhabitant of this state one year next pre- 
ceding any election, and for the last six months a 
resident of the county where he may offer his vote, 
shall be entitled to vote in the town or ward where 
he actually resides. High judicial authorities differ 
as tothe meaning of the word resident. IJtis within 
the power of the legislature to define this term, and 
such a measure is highly necessary, as well to re- 
lieve doubts as to secure the enjoyment of the elec- 
tive franchise to those of our fellow citizens whose 
occasional or temporary employment in the naviga- 
tion of our canals and rivers, and upon our public 
works, produces doubts concerning the place where 
they are entitled to vote. 

The reorganization of the court of chancery, 
with an abridgment of the jurisdiction and patron- 
age of the chancellor, is alike indispensable to en- 
sure the personal security of the citizen, and to pre- 
serve the harmony of ovr judicial system. ‘The 
proceedings in that court are attended with vexa- 
tious delay and intolerable expense. Questions of 
equity peculiarly demand the consultations of a 
bench, and the mass of appeals, interlocutory mo- 
tions and original causes is too great for any one 
chancellor to hear and decide, consistently with a 
proper discharge of the duties required of him as a 
member of the court for the correction of errors. 

The benefits anticipated from the reduction of 
the number of justices of the supreme court, and 
the distribution of a portion of the powers and du- 
ties among eight circuit judges, have not been rea- 
lized. 

I therefore respectfully suggest the expediency 
of dispensing with the office of vice-chancellor and 
circuit judge, and of providing fur amendments of 
the constitution which shall direct the appointment 
of three chancellors, with co-ordinate powers, and 


while its expenses and sacrifices fall without abate- | of additional justices of the supreme court. 


mnent upon those members of society who are least | 


able tobearthem. Ifit be necessary to preserve 
the organization of so many of our citizens as are 
now enrolled, which is at least doubtful, it is, at all 
events, just and consonant with the spirit of our in- 
stitutions, that the taxes and burdens of the militia 
service should be equalized. 

The laws by which judges of the county courts 
are authorised to interfere with the boards of su- 
pervisors in the appointment of commissioners of 
deeds, county treasurers, and county superinten- 
dents of the poor, manifest an unjust and unwise 





The collection of debts is unnecessarily delayed 
by forms, embarrassed by technicalities and bur- 
thened with costs. ‘The evil experienced, might, 
in a great degree, have been prevented, had the ne- 
cessary rules of practice and pleading been estab- 
lished by the court themselves. It is worthy, howe- 
ver, of consideration, whether the power now ex- 
ercised by the court of chancery in reaching the 
equitable property of a debtor may not be entrusted 
in a great degree to the common law courts, and 
whether the ruinous expenses attending the fore- 
closure of mortgages in chancery may not be avoid- 


distrust of the intelligence and virtue of the people,|ed by the more staple method of sale after adver- 
and a want of due regard to the sacredness of the | tisement, and after personal notice to parties having 


judicial office. 
constitution demand the repeal of those laws. I 
also respecfally recommend that provision be made 
for the election of commissioners of deeds by the 
people. 

The imprisonment of non-resident debtors against 
whom no fraudulent practice or intent is alleged, 
operates injuriously to the interests of trade, and can 
be defended upon no ground which was not aban- 
doned when the great principle was established in 
this state that the personal liberty of the honest but 
unfortunate debtor out not to be subjected to the 
caprice or cupidity of an unfeeling creditor. 

Foreigners entitled to be naturalized, and desir- 
ous of the privileges of citizenship, ought rather 
to be encouraged than deterred, as they frequently 
are by the onerous charges attending the requisite 
legal proceedings. Disabilities in relation io the 
acquisition and alienation of real estate by resident 
foreigners are aremnant of feudal principles, be- 
lieved to be not only unnecessary for the security 
of the state, but inconsistent with the spirit of our 
constitution, and injurious to the general prosperi- 
ty. it is worthy of yonr consideration, whether 
the time has not arrived for the adoption of a more 
liberal policy, and whether the temporary relief 
from these disabilities which has heretofore been 
granted, chiefly in favor of individuals, may not 
now be made general and permanent. 

I beg leave to refer you to the suggestions con- 
tained in my last message, concerning the laws 
regulating elections. Itis of vital importance to 
the security of our institutions, not only that our 
elections should be conducted with impartiality, 
and should thus express the will of the majority of 
the people, but that there should be entire and uni- 
versal confidence in their purity. ‘The acquiesc- 
ence required of the minority cannot be expected 
to be reudered with cheer‘ulness, if it be at all ques- 
tionable whether the public will is truly expressed. 
I cannot doubt that you will feel it to be your duty 


The democratic principles of the| encumbrances on the mortgaged premises. 








The 
forms of pleadings are unnecessarily prolix, and di- 
latory, aud evasive pleadings ought to be more effec- 


ate measures for restoring the supremacy of the 
laws. Unwilling, however, to resort to the extreme 
remedy until every other measure had failed, | 
deemed it proper for the sheriff to sue out process 
in the name of the people against the resisters, and 
to make a farther effort to perform his duty with the 
aid of the armed power of his county. Measures 
were taken at the same time to have in readiness a 
sufficient force to sustain the sherilffif the effort thus 
to be made should prove ineffectual. Information 
was subsequently communicated to me by him that 
he had proceeded with the armed power of his 
county and had been met by a large concourse of 
persons, sufficientin number to overpower hii, and 
assembled with the obvious purpose of obstructing 
him in the performance of hisduty. This informa. 
tion was accompanied by a renewal of his applica- 
tion for a military force. Still desirous, if possible, 
to prevent a resort to such force, I issued a procla- 
mation, setting before the resisters the nature of 
their conduct, and the painful, but inevitable, con- 
sequence of persisting in it, enjoining them to dis. 
perse, and appealing to all good citizens to assist in 
maintaining the supremacy of the laws. In order, 
however, in any event to secure this result, I direct. 
ed, as required by law, a military force to proceed 
to the scene of resistance, and provided for a rein- 
forcement,*should it be found necessary. It is 
creditable to the citizens who had inconsiderately 
become involved in unlawful proceedings, that they 
dispersed very soon after these measures had been 
adopted, and the sheriff proceeded without addition- 
al military aid to execute the process of the law. It 
soon became manifest that no farther organized re- 
sistance would be offered, and the militia were 
thereupon immediately withdrawn. Although the 
occasion was one to be deeply regretted, yet it isa 
source of satisfaction that a very large proportion of 
those engaged in the resistence were immediately 


quished their designs and manifested a cheerful and 
patriotic submission to the laws, It is also gratify- 
‘ing that this desirable end was attained with little 


property or loss of life. To this result, the militia, 
by their alacrity, prudence and good conduct, con- 
tributed in an eminent degree. 

The resistance to the sheriff rose ont of a con- 
troversy between the tenants of the manor of Rens- 
selaerwick and its proprietor. The lands in that 
manor are held under ancient leases, by which mines 
and hydraulic privileges, rents payable in kind, 
personal services, and quarter sales are reserved,— 
Such tenures, introduced before the revolution, are 
regarded as inconsistent with existing institutions, 
and have become odious to those who hold under 
them. They are unfavorable to agricultural im- 
provement, inconsistent with the prosperity of the 
districts where they exist, and opposed to sound 
policy and the genius of our institutions. The ex- 





|tent of territory covered by the tenures involved 


in the present controversy, and the great numbers 
of our fellow citizens interested in the questions 


tually prevented. Parties should be allowed to per- { which have grown out of them, render the subject 


fect judgments in vacation as well as during the 
terms of the courts. The alienation of land should 
be facilitated by requiring all incumbrances and 
aliens to be recorded or docketed in the county 
where the land is situated. The jurisdiction of 
justices’ courts ought to be extended, to litigated 
cases where the amount involved does not exceed 
one hundred doilars. 

The compensation of public officers is generally 
derived from the equal contribution of those for 
whose benefit their services are rendered, but that 
of attorneys, solicitors and officers of the courts of 
justice is unhappily often obtained from those whose 
condition ought rather to excite sympathy than to 
expose them to additional burthens. The legisla- 
ture should, in a season of adversity like the 
present, diminish the expenses of legal proceedings, 
as far as can be done consistently with the full and 
perfect administration of justice, would advance the 
permanent usefulness of the profession of the law, 


worthy of the consideration of the legislature.— 
While full force is allowed to the circumstance 
that the tenents enter voluntarily into such stipu- 
lations, the state has always recognized its obliga- 
tion to promote the general welfare, and guard in- 
dividuals against oppression. The legislature has 
the same power over the remedies upon contracts 
between landlord and tenant as over all other forms 
of legal redress. Nor is the subject altogether 
new in the legislation of the state. It was brought 
under consideration in 1812, by a bill reported by 
three jurists of distinguished eminence and ability. 
I trust, therefore, thatsome measure may be adopt- 
ed, which, without the violation of contracts, or 
injustice to either party, will assimilate the tenures 
in question to those which experience has proved 
to be more accordant with the principles of repub- 
lican government, and more conducive to the zene- 
ral prosperity, and the peace and harmony of so- 
ciety. 





promote the happiness of society, and deservedly | 
obtain the gratitude of the people. 

It was represented to ine, on the 5thof December | 
last, by the sheriff of the county of Albany, that he | 
had, on many occasions during several months pre- 
vious, been resisted in the performance of his duty, 
and prevented from executing process of the su- 
preime court, and that he had been unable to over- 
come the resistance with the unarmed force of his 
county. He thereupon applied to me to call out a 
sufficient military force to enable him to execute 
the process committed to him. Proofs were sub- 
mitted to me, which went to show that the resist- 
ance was preconcerted and organized, and that it 
extended over a large portion of hiscounty. The 
nature and duration of the resistance complained of, 


A requisition was made upon me in July last, 
by the executive of Virginia, for the delivery of 
three persons as fugitives from justice, charge: 
with having feloniously stolen a negro slave in that 
state. I declined to comply with the requisition, 
upon the grounds that the right to demand and the 
reciprocal obligations to surrender fugitives from 
justice between sovereign and independent nations, 
‘as defined by the laws of nations, includes only 
those cases in which the acts constituting the o!- 
fence charged are recognized as crimes by the eni- 
versal laws of all civilized countries; that the ob- 
ject of the provision contained in the constifution 
of the United States anthorising the demand and 
surrender of fugitives charged with treason, felony 
or other crime, was to recognize and establish this 





appeared to me to require the adoption of immedi- 


| principle of the law of nations in the natural rela- 
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convinced of the error of their proceedings, relin-: 


public inconvenience, and without destruction of 
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tious of the states as independent, equal and sove- 
reign coimunities; that the acts charged upon the 
yersons demanded were not recognized as criminal 
fa the laws of this state, or by the universal laws 
of all civilized countries; and that consequently 
the case did not fall within the provision of the 
constitution of the United States. 

The governor of Virginia in his last annual mes- 
sage referred the subject to the consideration of the 
legislature of that state, and declared that my con- 
struction of the constitution of the United States 
could not be acquiesced in or submitted to. He 
added, that if it were allowed to prevail, and no re- 
lief could be obtained against what he designated 
as a flagrant invasion of the rights of Virginia, 
either by an amendment of the constitution of the 
United States, or by the action of the legislature of 
Virginia, it might ultimately become the important 
and solemn duty of Virginia to appeal from the 
cancelled obligations of the national compact to 
original rights and the laws of self-preservation. 

I confess my surprise that it should in any part 
of the union be regarded as a new and startling doc- 
trine that the zonstitutional power of the executive 
of any other state to demand the surrender of a citi- 
zen of this state to be carried to the former and 
tried for an oifence committed there, is limited to 
cases in which the offenee charged is recognized 
as criminal by the statute laws of this state, by the 
common law, or by the universal laws of mankind. 
Nor can [ withhold the expression of my sincere 
regret that a construction of the constitution, mani- 
festly necessary to maintain the sovereignty of this 
state, and the personal rights of her citizens should 
be regarded by the executive of Virginia as justify- 
ing, in any contingency, a menace of secession 
from the union. 

The subject is one which appertains to the exe- 
cutive department. The duties of that department 
in such cases are prescribed by the constitution of 
the United States, and not by the constitution or 
laws of this state. Nevertheless, the respect 1 en- 
tertain for the executive of Virginia, as well as the 
deference I owe to the legislature of this state, in- 
duce me to transmit herewith the correspondence 
which has taken place. 

Our fellow citizens in various parts of the state 
will very justly call your attention to the condition 
of the currency. Weare a commercial people.— 
We are rendered so by the location of our country, 
its physical formation, its variety of climate and 
productions, and its internal communications by 
land and water; by the operation of republican in- 
stitutions and equal laws; by our wants; by our re- | 
sources; by our enterprise; by the mutual confi- 
dence arising from moral and intellectual cultiva- 
tion; by the intercourse existing among the citizens 
of the several states, and by our relations with fo- 


issued under the authority of twenty-six different 
states, in amounts limited by other wants than those 
of trade, and regulated upon other considerations 
than those which regard the general interests of the 
whole country. 

The exchange of productions between distant 
parts of the country is burthened with ruinous ex- 
peuses, and the prompt collection of debts is ren- 
dered impossible. Internal commerce has suffered 
a check, and derangement is felt in every depart- 
ment of business. The expenses, losses, and sacri- 
fices resulting from the embarrassments of trade 
fall ultimately upon those engaged in productive 
industry, and cause a depreciation in the value of 
labor, of the fruits of the earth, and of the soil itself, 
In the present instance, the evils have been aggra- 
vated by a long and severe derangement in our fo- 
reign commerce. As if the neglect of its appropri- 
ate and important functions were not enough, the 
federal government has contributed to increase the 
veneral embarrassment, by manifesting a persever- 
ing hostility to the institutions of the states, and 
has disturbed the general confidence by efforts to 
introduce a metallic currency. ‘The introduction 
of such a currency is impracticable, and would be 
unjust if it were practicable, because it would re. 
quire our citizens, in the absence of necessity or 
adequate motive, to reduce the value of labor and 
property to the depreciated standard of a specie 
circulation. To the people of this state, and all 
who resort to her great commercial market, the 
measures adopted by the federal government to 
carry this project into effect, have been productive 
of unmitigated evil, while the earnestness with 
which our fellow citizens, in some portions of the 
union, sugtain those measures, proves that they en- 
dure the same evils with a fallacious hope of being 
able to transfer to themselves a considerable por- 
tion of the commerce which is now enjoyed by 
New York. I trust, therefore, that those measures 
will receive no support from us, but that whatever 
iufluence the sanction of the legislature may have, 
will be exerted in favor of a policy that shall im- 
mediately resture the prosperity of the union, ny | 
preserve the commercial advantages of our state. 

The currency heretofore established in the state 
through the agency of safety fund banks had a safe 
and wholesome action while the currency of the na- 
tion was regulated by the federal government. But 
that system became odious as a monopoly, and the 
unegual distribution of its privileges and the cor- 
rupting tendency of applications for legislative char- 
ters spread discontent and alarm throughout the 
state. From these circumstances resulted the law 
which authorises the business to be carried on by 
associations without charters, Either of these sys- 
tems would, under ordinary circumstances, have 
furnished a currency for this state, which within 





reign nations. The federal government bas here- | 
tofore encouraged commerce by entering into com- | 
mercial treaties, by the establishment of a navy, by 
the reduction of imposts; and by the improvement 
of rivers and harbors on our lakes, as well as on the 
sea board. The legislature of the several states 
have seconded this policy by increasing the facili- 
ties for trade. The promotion of commerce in all 
its branches affords the most effectual encourage- 
ment to agrieulture and manufactures, because 
commerce is only an exchange of productions.— 
The wants of one region are supplied by the labor 
of another, and thus the industry of all is rewarded. 
Our internal commerce knows no political or geo- 
graphical lines. It pervades every region, seeking 
and exchanging the surplus productions of every 


department of industry, 

_ To effect this exchange a currency or medium is 
indispensable, and it should every where have the 
highest attainable uniformity of ‘value. A mixed 
currency, composed of coin and paper, redeemable 
In coin, has unavoidably resulted from the condi- 


our own boundaries would have been uniform and 
readily convertible into specie; and as exchanges 
are generally in favor of this state, would have 
been equally useful in other states. Although our 
banking institutions have not, as on a former occa- 
sion, suspended the payment of specie, the farmer, 
the mechanic and the merchant, are obliged to re- 
ceive bank notes whose full value cannot be realis- 
ed without presenting them for redemption at a 
distant place. The commerce of the state is em- 
barrassed, and agricultural and manufacturing in- 
dustry are oppressed with the extortion of brokers 
and usurers. However the federal government may 
choose to neglect its proper functions, the evils of 
our domestic currency are within your reach, and 
I trust they will be the subject of speedy and ef- 
fectual reform. 

It is a high privilege to furnish a circulating me- 
dium, whether that privilege be conferred by char- 
ter, or enjoyed under the more equal operation of a 
generallaw. It partakes of the responsibilities and 
dignity which belong to the sovereignty of a state, 


tion of cur country and our intercourse with fo-} and its profitableness has been evinced by extraor- 


reign nations. That sucha currency is far better 
than one exclusively metallic, is proved by con- 
trasting the general prosperity of the countries in 
which it is employed with the condition of those 
which tise only the precious metals. But it is at- 
tended by the disadvantage of a liability to expan- 
sion beyond the legitimate wants of trade, and in 
order to prevent such expansions as far as possible, 
and initigate their evils, it must be subjected to 
regulation. Itisa consequence of the independent 
action of the legislatures of the several states, that 
the paper money issued under their authority must, 
in the absence of adequate regulation, be unequal 


dinary dividends and accumulations. It is there- 
fore not deinanding an unjust or unreasonable equi- 
valent to require those who enjoy this privilege to 
maintain a sound and uniform currency. Various 
plans have been suggested to accomplish this im- 
portant object. One of these contemplates the em- 
ployment of the bank fund, with equivalent con- 
tributions from associations formed under the ge- 
neral law, to redeem in the city of Albany the bills 
of the several banks. It is probably a sufficient 
objection to this plan, that it would pervert the 
bank fund from its ligitimate object, and jeopard 
its security. A second system is to require the 





in security and in convertibility, and the amount 
issued must often be disproportioned to the exigen- 
cies of trade. Heretofore the federal governinent 
has discharged the responsibility of such regulation, 
but, for some time past, congress has made no pro- 
Vision for that important purpose, and the currency 
of the country has been supplied by paper money 


country banks to redeem their notes either in the 
city of New York or in the city of Albany. The 
_ objection to this plan is, that it would be unjust to 
require a banking institution to provide funds for 
paying its liabilities at two places, at its own coun- 
ter and elsewhere. ‘The furce of this objection is 
weakened by the fact that the operations of trade 





carry the currency of the country to the principal 
mart. If the amount of its issues collected at the 
place assigned for redemption were to be made 
known to any bank, it could be required to transmit 
its funds to that place after a reasonable interval of 
time, and thus be relieved from thé necessity of 
providing an equal amount to meet demands at 
home. If this system should receive legislative 
sanction, the comptroller might be required to ap- 
ply the safety fund without delay to the redemp- 
tion of the balanee which a bank had neglected or 
refused to pay after receiving the requisite notice, 
if such balance did not exceed a just proportion of 
the whole fund. This system has been partially in 
operation, and is understood to have been very suc- 
cessful. These suggestions are submitted in the 
hope that they may be useful in your discussions of 
this important subject. 

The necessity of arevision of the general bank- 
ing law, as recommended in my annual message 
at the last session, has greatly increased during the 
past year. Itis alleged, and with too many evi- 
dences of truth, that the stock deposited with the 
comptroller as a basis for circulating notes, has 
been in some instances purchased or paid for with 
the notes issued upon the same stock. Such a pro- 
ceeding is manifestly an evasion of the statute, and 
care should be taken to guard against it for the 
future. Some of the associations have issued post 
notes as currency. This practice is unquestionably 
a violation of the spirit of the law, reprehensible in 
itself and fraudulent to the community. 

It ought not to excite surprise that the system of 
free banking should in its commencement have been 
embarrassed by difficulties, or that institutions should 
occasionally have been established where they were 
not needed. When we reflect that we have been 
for thirty years improving the system of banking by 
incorporations, we ought to exercise forbearance 
towards one which has just come into existence. 
In the midst of a pecuniary revulsion only two of 
the associations have been closed, and they have 
occasioned no loss to the community. There is, 
therefore, no sufficient ground for doubting the 
final success of the system, with those modifica- 
tions which experience may from time to time sug- 
gest. Among these there should obviously be a 
plan for the redemption of the notes of the asso- 
ciated banks similar to that suggested in reference 
to the safety fund banks. While the system affords 
all the requisite facilities and security for sound 
and safe banking, it is obviously so much more 
equal in its operation, and so much less liable to be 
perverted to political designs, that I trust you will 

omit no effort to correct its defects and ensure its 
successful operation. 

Permit me to express a confident hope that you 
will not add longer delay to that which has already 
unfortunately occurred in filling the vacancy in the 
representation of this state in the senate of the U. 
States. 

The action of the federal government, always 
important, has within a few years past excited un- 
usual interest. Under the uniform system of policy 
maintained from the foundation of the government, 
our country enjoyed a career of prosperity inter- 
rupted only by brief intervals in which that policy 
was counteracted by circumstances arising out of 
the violation of our rights by belligerent European 
nations. The country has experienced a great 
change within the last three years. A pressure is 
feit in all its interests and throughout its whole ex- 
tent, and every effort to rise has been followed by 
greater depression. The federal executive, in his 
recent communication to congress, extends no hope 
of relief from these evils, but urges the adoption of 
measures, the very discussion of which has produc- 
ed only the most disastrous consequences. We are 
an industrious, economical, enlightened and virtuous 
people. Our prosperity is hindered by no hereditary 
inequalities of political rights or social condition.— 
We have enjoyed peace and tranquillity fortwenty- 
five years. If then there be any virtue in forms of 
government, ours ought, if well administered, to se- 
cure national prosperity and general content and 
happiness. ‘The power and influence of the exe- 
cutive department of the federal government, are 
greatly increased, and the history of that govern- 
ment, for the fast few years, exhibits a constant 
struggle on the part of the executive to control the 
representatives of the people. His appeals from 
their decisions have been tried by popular elections 
for the first, second and third time. 

In such trials the representative has to contend 
singly and unaided against the combined influence 
and patronage of the government. Not content 
with the already overshadowing powers of the na- 
tional government, the president has arraigned he- 
fore congress the institutions of the states, and the. 
states themselves, and has discussed their domestic 
concerns with as great freedom as if they were re- 
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sponsible to the federal government, and were not 
sovereign in the conduct of their municipal affairs. 
‘These innovations furnish a new demonstration of 
the error of those who, at the adoption of the con- 
stitution, supposed the federal government too un- 
stable, and the power and influence of the executive 
department too limited, The time seems to have ar- 
rived, when the adoption of measures to restrain 
the increasing power of the executive, and maintain 
the necessary independence of the states, should 
no longer be delayed. Among such measures none 
would be more safe, more effectual, or more in 
harmony with democratic principles, than amend- 
ments of the constitution of the U. States, which 
should vest in congress the appointment of the 
chief financial officers of government, and limit the 
tenure of the presidential office to one term. 

It is a source of the highest satisfaction, that not- 
withstanding all adverse circumstances, the prose- 
cution of works of internal improvement with pri- 
vate capital has not been arrested during the past 
year, but has been carried on with patriotic and 
praiseworthy assiduity and with great success.— 
hat section of the New York and Erie rail road, 
about fifty-five miles in length, which extends from 
Tappan, or the Hudson river, to Middletown, in 
Orange county, will soon be completed. The re- 
sult will, it is hoped, vindicate the whole enterprise 
from unjust prejudices, and contribute to hasten its 
consummation. The Long Island rail road has been 
extended farther into the interior of the island. By 
the completion of the Utica and Syracuse and the 
Syracuse and Auburn rail roads within the past 
year, only one hundred miles of rail road remain to 
be finished before our citizens will enjoy the facili- 
ties of a passage by steam power from one extre- 
mity of the state to the other, and the steam navi- 
gation of the remotest western lakes will be con- 
nected with the steam navigation of the Atlantic. 
The completion of the rail road from the coal mines 
at Blossburg, in Pennsylvania, to the termination 
of the western branch of the Chemung canal is an 
event of great importance to the central part of the 
state, and among its beneficial results we may anti- 
cipate an increase in the revenues of that canal. 

The various surveys directed by the legislature 
at its last session, with a view to the improvement 
of the northern tributaries of the Hudson, to the ex- 
tension of the Chemung canal to the line of the state 
of Pennsylvania, to the extension of the Black Ri- 
ver canal to the St. Lawrence, and to the construc- 
tion of a canal in the valley of the Connewango, 
have been successfully prosecuted. I transmit 
brief statements which have been submitted to me 
by the engineers engaged in the two first named 
surveys. I am certain you will not withhold what- 
ever of encouragement and support can be extend- 
ed consistently with the financial condition of the 
state, to our fellow citizens who feel an interest in 
these several improvements. I recommend a con- 
tinuation of the survey of the northern branches of 
the Hudson as necessary to a more perfect acquaint- 
ance with the extensive region of country which 
will be opened to coinmercial intercourse by the 
improvements contemplated in that section of the 
state. 

The general policy of prohibiting the transporta- 
tion of freight on rail roads which ran parallel to 
the canals, is not altogether without question.— 
‘There can, however, be but one sentiment as to the 
expediency of suspending the prohibition during 
the season in which the navigation of the canals is 
arrested by ice. <A probibition at that time ope- 
rates injuriously to the agricultural interest, and 
tends to produce a monopoly of the necessaries of 
life at atime when want and misfortune are felt 
most severely by the inhabitants of our populous 
cities. 

Apprehensions prevail that the public credit may 
become too deeply involved in the prosecution of 
works of internal improvement. The project of 
enlarging the Erie canal was adopted by the legis- 
lature of 1835. It arose from the necessity of re- 
pairing such parts of the canal, especially the locks 
and aqueducts, as were worn by time and use.— 
With the great increase of trade, delays and incon- 
veniences were experienced in consequence of the 
limited dimensions of the canal and the want of 
double locks. It was manifest, too, that the canal 
had not completely accomplished the objects of its 
construction, inasmuch as a considerable portion of 
the western trade continued to seek a market by 
other routes. It seemed important, therefore, to 
increase its capacity, and thereby reduce the ex- 
pense of transportation. It was maintained that by 
the use of boats of one hundred tons burthen, in- 
stead of thirty tons, the expense of transportation 
would be reduced fity percent. In this view the 
expediency of the enlargement was. incontroverti- 
ble, if the expense should not be disproportionate, 
and the requisite funds could be provided without 


injustice to other claims upon the public munifi- 
cence. The act of 1835 directed the enlargement 
to be undertaken when the canal board should be 
of opinion that the public interest required the im- 
provement, and its extent was submitted to their 
discretion. It will not, I hope, be deemed disre- 
spectful to remark, that the first step in this great 
undertaking, the delegation of the legislative power 
toa board not directly responsible to the people, 
was a departure from the spirit of the constitution, 
so unfortunate in its consequences, that it should 
remain a warniug to all future legislatures. The 
expense of the enlargement is now estimated at 
$28,402,863; yet the law by which it was autho- 
rised, passed without any estimate having been sub- 
tnitted to the legislature, and with scarcely any dis- 
cussion Ifcompleted on the present scale, the ca- 
nal will surpass in magnitude every other national 
work of internal improvement; yet all the respon- 
sibilities in reference to the dimensiong and cost of 
the enlargement seem to have been cast off as un- 
worthy of the consideration of the legislature. ‘The 
saine act provided that after the year 1837 the ex- 
penditures upon that work should be so limited as 
to leave from the canal revenues, without reference 
to auction and salt duties, an annual income to the 
state of at least three hundred thousand dollars, over 
and above all ordinary repairs and expenditures on 
the Erie and Champlain canals. 

In 1836, for the first time, an estimate of the ex- 
pense of the enlargement was submitted to the le- 
gislature by the canal board, by which it was cal- 
culated at $12,416,150 17. The canal commis- 
sioners had previously estimated the expense of the 
Genesee Valley canal at $1,890,614 12, and that 
of the Black River canal at $1,068,437 20. With 
this information before them the legislatare of 1836 
increased the annual income to be applied to the 
uses of government to four hundred thousand dol- 
lars. They also directed the construction of the 
Genesee Valley and Black River canals, and pro- 
vided that their deficiencies of revenue should be 
paid out of the treasury, and authorised a loan of the 
credit of the state to the New York and Erie rail 
road company to the amount of thre millions of dol- 
lars, 

The subject was again agitated in 1837. The 
canal board reported that they did not believe the 
enlargement could be completed at the cost before 
estimated, for the season that the plans of some of 
the mechanical work had been changed, and that 
parts of the line had been, and others probably 
would be, varied. They stated that the cost of 
construction was greater than when the estimates 
were made; that they did not believe, if prices were 
the same as at the time the estimates were made, 
that the cost of the work would exceed the esti- 
mates, except the increase occasioned by changes 
of the plans or of the line. They added that they 
could not form an opinion of the additional cost of 
the work beyond the estimates, but they did not be- 
lieve it would amount to a large sum, exclusive of 
damages; that the amount would greatly depend 
upon the prices of labor and provisions, and that 
there had been no estimate of damages to indivi- 
duals. They also gave it as their opinion that it 
was for the interest of the state to proceed with the 
enlargement, so that it might be completed sooner 
than was contemplated by the act of 1835. It is 
evident that this report did not tend to shake the 
confidence of the legislature in the ability of the 
state to complete public works, since the house of 
assembly rejected, by an almost unanimous vote, a 
resolution contemplating the repeal of the laws di- 
recting the construction of the Genesee Valley and 
Black River canais. 

In 1838, the late executive recommended a more 
speedy enlargement of the Erie canal. It was ob- 
vious from the condition of the finances of the state 
at that time, that this could not be effected without 
contracting a debt. The assembly responded to 
this recommendation by passing a bill directing the 
commissioners of the canal fund to borrow, on the 
credit of the state, one million of dollars for that 
object. The senate amended the bill so as to au- 
thorise the borrowing of four millions of dollars 
instead of one million. In this shape the bill be- 
came alaw. This law required the canal commis- 
sioners to put under contract, with as little delay 
as possible, such portions of the work as were men- 
tioned in their report of that year, and such other 
portions as, in the opinion of the canal board, 
would best secure the completion of the entire 
enlargement with double locks on the whole line. 

It was reserved for the asseinbly of 1839 to dis- 
cover that the estimates which had been the basis 
of such important legislative action during the pre- 
ceding three years had been widely erroneous. The 
canal commissioners were required to review their 
estimates of the unfinished works. They ere 
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that the expenses would be as follows: 


nee, 


$23,402,863 92 
2,141,601 63 
4,900,122 79 


Making an aggregate of $30,441,587 79 

instead of $15,375,202 49; the original estimated 
cost of those works. 
The practice has recently obtained to some extent 
of testing the expediency of any proposed improve. 
ment by adding to its estimated cost the real anq 
nominal indebtedness of the state, together with 
the sums for which the credit of the state is pledg- 
ed or in any event authorised to be pledged, and of 
assuming that the aggregate will be the debt of the 
state if the proposed improvement should be adopt- 
ed. This test has also been applied to the under. 
takings in which the state has already engaged, with 
the following results: 

The existing canal debt for works 
completed, (exclusive of the 
Erie and Champlain canal debt, 
for the payment which a fund has 
accumulated), 

The debt of the general fund, 

The aggregate sum for which the 
credit of the state has been here- 
tofore pledged and directed to 
be pledged in aid of canals and 
rail roads, 

Estimated cost of the enlargement 
of the Erie canal, and the con- 
struction of the Genesee Valley 
and Black River canals, 





Of the Erie canal enlargement, 
Of the Black River canal, 
Of the Genesee Valley canal, 





$3,476,859 66 
2,472,217 92 


4,610,000 00 


30,444,587 44 





Making an aggregate of $41,003,645 02 
The confidence of the people in the policy of in- 
ternal improvement has sustained a severe shock 
from the discovery that the state was committed b 
the legislature to an expenditure of thirty millions 
of dollars, for the completion of three works alone, 
upon estimates of the same works rising only to 
about fifteen millions; and calculations exaggerating 
the liabilities of the state to forty millions of dollars 
have not been unsuccessful in adding iimaginary 
alarm to the consequences of past errors, in them- 
selves sufficiently embarrassing. 

The only act which was passed at the session of 
1839, appropriating money for the purposes of in- 
ternal improvement, was one directing the sum of 
seventy-five thousand dollars to be expended in the 
navigation of the Oneida river. With the excep- 
tion of an act authorising a variation in the plan of 
constructing the locks on the Genesee Valley canal, 
by which a saving of about five hundred thousand 
dollars will be made in the construction of that work, 
and several acts directing surveys in various parts 
of the state, there was no other legislation during 
that session upon the subjects of internal improve- 
ment. Aside from the duties prescribed by these 
acts, all that the agents of the state have been call- 
ed upon to doin relation to internal improvements 
has been to comply with legislative directions, given 
previously to the session of 1839, and to provide, 
in pursuance of pre-existing contracts, for the ex- 
penses incurred in the prosecution of the public 
works by the canal commissioners. 

Such are the circumstances under which the pub- 
lic interests have been confided to our care. The 
discovery of the errors of our predecessors has 
happened ata time when confidence is impaired, 
property depreciated, the sale of real estate’ arrest- 
ed, and the currency disordered. At such a period 
the financial difficulties of the state are Jiable to be 
exaggerated, its resources undervalued, and its lia- 
bilities magnified. 

In ascertaining the true financial condition of the 

state, there may be deducted from the debt of the 
general fund the sum of $2,080,000 borrowed from 
the canal fund. Both of these funds being the pro- 
perty of the state, this is a loan made by the state 
to itself. We may also deduct from the liabilities 
of the state, the plelges of its credit to rail road and 
canal companies, these pledges having been made 
upon conditions, as is understood, which afford an 
ultimate indemnity to the state. Regarding the 
Erie and Champlain canal debt, as extinguished by 
the means provided for its redemption, the actual 
debt of the state, as it stood at the close of the last 
fiscal year, would then be as follows: 
Debt of the general fund, $1,392,217 92 
Debt of the lateral canals, completed, 3,476,839 66 
Debt contracted for unfinished works, 

viz: 

Enlargement Erie canal, 2,500,000 00 
Black River canal 591,144 10 
Genesee Valley canal 2,000,000 00 
Oneida river improve- 


ment, 25,000 09 





5,116,446 10 








Aggregate state debt, $9,985,503 65 
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But their remains on hand a balance 
of funds borrowed for the construc- 
tion of the Genesee 


Valley canal, $939,604 48 
For Oneida river im- 
provement, 25,006 00 


964,604 48 








State debt over funds in hand, $9,020,899 20 





The amount required to complete , 
the enlargemeut, as ascertained by 
deducting the sum already expend- 
ed and the sum borrowed and re- 
maining in hand at the close of 
the last fiscal year from “r last es- 
timate made by the canal commis- 
sioners would be, a8 $19,292,886 93 
‘omplete the Genesee Valley ca- 
pee 2 2,900,122 79 
To complete the Black River canal, 1,550,155 53 





Aggregate required to complete the 

‘canals, according to the last esti- 

mates, $23,748,165 25 
The interest on this sum at 5 per 

cent. would be, $1,187,158 26 


The surplus revenue from the canals during the 
past year was $1,057,802 74. The interest at 5 
per cent. on the sum estimated as necessary to com- 

lete the canals, to wit: on $23,743,165 35, would 

e $1,187,158 26, exceeding such surplus revenue 
by the sum of $129,255 52. ‘The surplus revenue 
would, with the ordinary increase, furnish sufficient 
funds for completing the unfinished works, if ap- 
plied exclusively tothat purpose. But by the laws 
of 1835 and 1836 an income of four hundred thou- 
sand dollars was directed to be retained annually 
from this surplus revenue, and the sum of $126,250, 
which is required to pay the interest on loans which 
had been contracted tor the enlargement of the Erie 
canal and the improvement of the Oneida river at 
the close of the last fiscal year, is chargeable upon 
the canal tolls. Deducting these items, there is 
left asurplus of $531,552 75 applicable to purposes 
of internal improvement, which leaves a deficien- | 
cy of $655,605 52 in the amount necessary to meet | 
the interest on the sum required to complete the 
works now in progress according to the corrected 
estimates. Stating the result in another form, the 
nett annual revenue of the state, applicable to pur- 
poses of internal improvement, without taking into 
consideration the anticipated increase of canal tolls, 
would sustain a debt of only $10,631,054 80, while 
thesum of $23,743,165 25 would be required to 
complete the public works. 

This state, however, may confidently anticipate 
an increase of canal tolls, and consequent increase 
in the reyenue of the Erie and Champlain canal 
fund. This increase, although not contingent, is of 
uncertain amount. Since the year 1826, it has ave- 
raged about eighty thousand dollars annually. This 
augmentation of tolls must progress with the in- 
crease of commerce upon the western waters, which 


would be greatly accelerated by the enlargement of 
the Erie canal. 


Various opinions are entertained as tothe future 
nett annual increase of the canal tolls. In 1838the 
canal commissioners reported to the legislature, 
that, in their opinion, the aggregate tolls would 
reach the sum of three millions of dollars, within a 
few years aiter the completion of the enlargement. 
Without attempting to speculate upon a point so 
incapable of demonstration, it is sufficient to re- 
mark, that every opinion admits the certainty of an 
increase to an amount that will be adequate, at 
some future period, to pay the interest upon the 
largest sum which the exigencies of the state re- 
quire, while no calculation that is based upon the 
actual increase of canal tolls during the last three 
years alone, will justify the prosecution of the works 
now in progress with the rapidity which, in the 
opinion of the legislature of 1838, was warranted 
by the fallacious estimates of the canal commission- 
ers. The question then arises, what, under these 
circumstances, shall be the policy of the legislature. 


Waiving in this place the consideration of remote 
consequences, it may be asserted that the public in- 
terest does not now demand, nor would the immedi- 
ate welfare of the people admit, the abandonment of 
the system of internal improvement. During the se- 
vere pressure we have experienced, the industry of 
the citizen has been stimulated, and the wages of 
jabor, the prices of the produce of the earth and the 
value of property have bech sustained by expendi- 
tures in the prosecution of this system. ‘The sud- 
den arrest of such expenditures, and the discharge 
of probably ten thousand laborers, now employed 
upon the public works, ata time when the circula- 
tion of money in other departments of business is so 


embarrassed as almost to have ceased, would ex- 
tend throughout the whole community, aud with 


fearful aggravation, the losses and sufferings that. 
{as yet have been in a great measure confined to the 


mercantile class. These losses and sufferings would 
fall with peculiar severity upon the agricultural por- 
tion of the community, because the laborers, if dis- 
charged, would generally seek subsistence in agri- 
cultural pursuits, instead of being as they now are, 
consumers of the abundance which contributes tv 
produce a depreciation of the value of our staple 
productions. Nor does it appear that our fellow 
citizens in various parts of the state, whose desires 
for the advantages of internal improvements have 
been so intensely excited and so earnestly express- 
ed, have determined to forego those advantages, he- 
Cause precipitancy has characterized the past ma- 
nagement of public affairs, and because their hopes, 
on the eve, as they supposed, of being realised, have 
encountered new and more embarrassing discou- 
ragements. 

The policy indicated by public sentiment, and 
demanded by the circumstances of the times and 
the condition of the state, is to retrench the expen- 
ditures upon our works of internal improvement and 
prosecute the system with moderation and econo- 
my. Itis essential not only to the rightful action, 
but to the stability of the government, that the will 
of the people, when clearly expressed, should be 
obeyed by their representatives. This principle is 
peculiarly important in relation to questions of re- 
venue and expenditure. Public opinion is, more- 
over, manifestly right. The existing and anticipat- 
ed revenue of the canal must be, as heretofore, the 
basis of any new loans which the legislature shall 
see fit to authorise, since taxation for purposes of 
internal improvement deservedly finds no advocate 
among the people. These revenues have been dis- 
turbed in the general derangement of pecuniary 
affairs, and cannot now be the basis of that safe cal- 
culation, without which it is hazardous to. pledge, 
to a great extent, the credit of the state. Nor. can 
we resist the evidence that the credit of some of the 
states is less firm than heretofore. It is worthy, 
therefore, of serious consideration, whether ourown 
might not be impaired by offering large amounts of 
stock in a market, already filled with Amarican se- 
curities. It is doubted whether the Erie canal 
would not have been adequate for all useful purpo- 
ses if the scale of enlargement had been much less 
extensive than that fixed by the canal board, and 
it is certian that smalier dimensions, or a more tar- 
dy enlargement, would have been adopted, had the 
estimate of the canal commissioners presented truly 
the cost of the work. You will, however, find the 
question of reducing its dimensions embarrassed by 
the fact that about one-half of the work has been 
accomplished or put under contract. 

The parts of the work which are peculiarly ex- 
pensive are the agueducts and locks, and these 
have engaged the early attention of the commis- 
sioners in consequence of the decay of the old 
structures, which threatened a suspension of na- 
vigation. Itis evidently impossible now to secure, 
with equal expense the same advantages that might 
have been obtained by adopting a more limited 
scale of enlargement in the first instance. It is, 
however, respectfully submitted whether it would 
not be expedient to refer the plans of all the works 
in progress, including the enlargement of the Erie 
canal, to competent engineers, to ascertain what 
portions of the same may be delayed without det- 
riment to the public interest, and what expense 
may be saved by executing other portions in a 
manner equally effective and durable but more 
plain and economical than that hitherto pursued. 
It seems quite certain that if the legislature had 
enjoyed the services of a board of internal improve- 
ment, including competent engineers, no such de- 
lusive estimates would have become the basis of 
legislative action. I would recommend the estab- 
lishment of such a board as one of the first mea- 
sures for retrieving our former position. For the 
purpose of guarding against a dangerous increase 
of debt and the possibility of taxation, [ respectfully 
recommend that all issues of stock shall be so limit- 
ed that the interest on the whole debt of the state 
shall at no time exceed its surplus revenues, and 
that the increase of those revenues be relied upon 
for the ultimate extinguishment of the debt. The 
adoption of this principle, there is reason to believe, 
would be sustained by the people, and would place 
our credit upon the most impregnable ground. Al- 
thonzh its effect might be to delay for a season the 
progress, it would ensure the completion of those 
great works in contemplation in different parts of 
the state, and which a very large portion. of our 
citizens continue justly to regard with unabated 
interest, 


It is proposed in some quarters to effect the ne- 





cessary retrenchment by discontinuing the Genesee 


Valley and Black River canals, and by abandoning 
such of the auxiliary canals already completed as 
cannot, by increasing the rates of toll,.be made fo 
yield a revenue equal to the interest on the cost of 
their construction. It might well be doubted whe- 
ther the Genesee Valley and Black River canals 
would have been undertaken thus early had true 
estimates of their cost been submitted to the legis- 
lature, and had the prospective engagements of the 
state been truly understcod. If we consider the 
sacrifice that would be made of the sums already 
expended, and the claims for damages which may 
reasonably be apprehended, if these works should 
be discontinued, ‘such a measure would be as ques- 
tionable on the. ground of economy as it is objec- 
tionable on principles of justice to, the large portions 
of the state interested in their completion. The 
value of property in their vicinity has undoubtedly 
greatly increased, business has adapted itself to the 
facilities they have created, and none but the most 
disastrous consequences would follow their aban- 
donment. 


The construction of the several auxiliary canals 
was authorised without a confident expectation of 
immediate revenue. The legislature deemed it just 
to equalize the advantages of internal improvement 
by means of important lateral works, where the re- 
venues to be derived from them directly, and their 
contributions of the Erie canal, might be expected 
to be equivalent, after a reasonable Tapse of time, to 
the interest upon the cost of their construction. — It 
was assumed, also, that the system might be ex- 
tended, so long as the revenue of all the public 
works should be found sufficient to defray the ex- 
penses of their maintenance, yield a surplus ade- 
quate to pay the interest upon the whole debt con- 
tracted for their construction, and eventually dis- 
charge the principal. These limits have been ob- 
served in the construction of all the public works 
which have been completed, although fears are ex- 
pressed lest they may be passed in the undertakings 
now in progress. ‘There would therefore be gross 
injustice in abandoning the Oswego, the Cayuga 
and Seneca, the Chemung, the Crooked Lake and 
the Chanango canals, and thus visiting upon the 
regions enriched by them the consequences of er- 
rors of calculation in regard to works undertaken 
subsequently to their completion. It is true that 
each of these canals, considered separately from 
the Erie canal, yields a revenue insufficient to de- 
fray the interest on its cost. 


But their revenues are increasing, and their de- 
ficiencies are diminishing. The rates of toll upon 
them are the same whicli are established upon the 
Erie and Champlain canals. Unless an universal 
law of trade should be reversed, their business, now 
insufficient, and consequently their revenue, would 
be diminished by raising the rates of toll, A ruin- 
ous depreciation of property in the regions which 
they traverse would inevitably follow, and the le- 
gislature would soon be obliged to reconsider a 
ineasure of such questionable policy and absolute 
injustice. Nor is it to be forgotten that these works 
have scarcely as yet had a fair experiment. The 
increase, however, in the revenue of the Oswego 
canal during the past year, justifies the belief that 
it will soon defray the interest upon its cost. The 
laws authorising the construction of the lateral ca- 
nals, looked forward to an extension of their trade 
by connecting them with similar improvements be- 
yond the state. However distant it may be, that 
connection must eventually take place. These ca- 
nals will then no longer be regarded as exhausting 
the wealth of the state. Their construction will be 
vindicated, not only by their promotion of the public 
prosperity, but also by their liberal contributions to 
the public treasury. 


In my annual message at the last session of the 
legislature, I jrecommended the rapid prunesntion 
of the enlargement of the Erie canal. commend- 
ed also to favorable consideration the New York 
and Erie rail road, and a rail road from Lake Cham- 
plain to the St. Lawrence, as works of great public 
importance, and worthy, if they could not be other- 
wise sperdily accomplished, of being constructed at 
the expense of the state. My opinions in relation 
to the public importance of these and all other im- 
provements commended on that occasion are un- 
changed. I am moreover convinced that these dif- 








ficulties, as weil as the cost of these improvements, 
have been as greatly exaggerated as their probable 
revenues have been undervalued, and the just claims 
of the portions of the state interested in their con- 
struction have been overlooked. It is, no longer 
doubtful that rail roads may be constructed .by the 
state as suitably as canals, and that the public con- 
venience requires that the former as well as the 
latter should as far as prerncapin be controlled by 
the state. It is probably unnecessary to bark 








that the recommendations then submitted te. e le- 
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islature to expedite the enlargement of the Erie 
canal, and to provide for the immediate completion 
of the works before mentioned, proceeded on the 
assumption of the substantial correctness of the 
various estimates of the canal commissioners, which 
are discovered to have been very erroneous. 

Onur fellow citizens residing in the portions of the 
state which will be traversed by the rail roads be- 
tore mentioned, are alarmed by the great expense of 
the enlargement of the Erie canal, while those in- 
terested in the accomplishment of the latter under- 
taking regard with disfavor other applications for 
Jegislative aid. These jealousies, the obvious ten- 
dency of which is the disappointment of every 
claim upon the public munificence, have given new 
cunfidence to the opponents of all improvements.— 
I cannot doubt that your views and policy will be 
comprehensive and magnanimous, and have refer- 
ence not to local or temporary interests, but to the 
general and lasting prosperity of the state. I con. 
fidently hope that the unexpected discovery of the 
extent to which the engagements of the state have 
been carried by former legislatures, may produce 
such moderation on the part of those who claim to 
share in the public munificence, such concessions 
of local interests, and such convictions of the im- 
portance to the whole state of the improvement of 
each section, as to enable you to adopt a plan of 
fiscal operations which will reinvigorate the public 
credit, and effectually secure the completion, with- 
out unnecessary delay, of each of the important 
works before mentioned. The retardation which 
has become necessary ought by no means to be con- 
sidered as an abandonment of the policy of inter- 
nal improvement. It is the fortune of enterprise to 
encounter obstacles anc delays in the attainment of 
even demonstrable results; and certainly no under- 
taking so vast as our system of internal improve- 
ments was ever more eminently successful, or en- 
countered obstacles less serious than those which 
now check its prosecution. 

The present crisis has produced renewed oppo- 
sition to the entire system. It is boldly denounced 
ais unconstitutional, foreign to the legitimate sphere 
of legislative action, destructive to the liberties of 
the people, and ruinous to their welfare. The spe- 
cious theory is promulgated, that the duration of 
national existence is divisible into periods corres- 

onding with generations of men, and that the state 

as at no time aright to undertake the construction 
of works which will leave a charge upon a subse- 
quent generation. It is a necessary consequence 
of these principles, that the entire system must be 
abandoned, and that the obligations assumed in its 
prosecution may be cast off by subsequent genera- 
tions. These principles have been boldly avowed, 
and have tended to impair the confidence of man- 
kind in the integrity and good faith of the people 
of this state, but they derive no support from our 
history. Reason and experience teach that every 
human society has a continuous identity suscepti- 
ble of indefinite prolongation and incapable of di- 
vision. 

The citizen of every state feels, as it has been 
well said, that, although mortal himself, he is part 
of acommunity that may, and he hopes will, be 
perpetual. He is conscious that every important 
measure of government in which he may be en- 
gaged is, in some degree, the result of causes ante- 
rior to his own existence, and may be productive 
not only of consequences immediately affecting 
himself and his contemporaries, but of others per- 
vading the whole state, and distant as its dissolu- 
tion. The daily labors of life, althongh stimulated 
by immediate necessity, are cheered by the expec- 
tation of distant good. The generous efforts of 
public benefactors, by whose inventions, instruc- 
tions and achievements, our race has been raised 
froin the savage condition through every imperfect 
social state to the freedom and dignity of self-go- 
vernment, have always been directed to objects 
more remote than those of immediate or personal 
advantage. Benevolent desires for the welfare of 
those who shall succeed us, produced not only in- 
dividual and domestic exertion, but social action in 
every form adapted to relieve the n«cessities or 

omote the welfare of mankind. 

Animated by such impulses, and aroused to such 
efforts with reference to distant perioris, men seem 
to approximate here towards the diznity of charac- 
ter to which our race is destined in a future state. 
The susceptibility to such impulses, and the power 
of making such efforts are among the strongest 
proofs that such a state awaits us. The human 
heart knows few passions stronger or more univer- 
aal than the desire to be remembered whien we shall 
have ceased to exist, and it estimates the value of 
fame by the lapse of time through which that fame 
may endure, and the portion of the earth it may 
pervade. The motives and achievements of the 





as those now prescribed. Our national indepen- 
dence was sought and obtained not alone for those 
who achieved it, nor for one generation only, nor 
for a narrow cycle of years, nor for any period, but 
for all generations and for all time. Our republi- 
can institutions were designed, at their foundation, 
not alone for three millions of American people, 
but for us and as many millions as shall, in all times, 
rise up and demand their protection. No citizen 
can be deprived of that protection, because he was 
not of the generation by which it was guaranteed, 
and no disloyal citizen can excuse his delinquency 
by pleading a limitation of allegiance. 

In the great struggle for independence, the inqui- 
ry was not raised, what generation shall sustain the 
expense of the conflict? During a period of almost 
sixty years occupied in paying the debt which was 
incurred no citizen questioned its justice. The 
principle of internal improvement derives its exist- 
ence from the generous impulses of the revolutiona- 
ry age. It regards the future welfare, prosperity 
and happiness of the people. Its agency is every- 
where felt to be salutary in encouraging emigration, 
and the settlement and improvement of new lands, 
in augmenting national wealth, in promoting agri- 
culture, commerce, manufactures and the diffusion 
of knowledge, and in strengthening the bonds of our 
national union. It is recited in the Declaration of 
Independence, as one of the wrongs committed by 
the king of England, that he had endeavored to pre- 
veut the population of these states, and for that pur- 
pose had obstructed the laws for the naturalization 
of foreigners, had refused to pass others to encou- 
rage their migration hither, and had raised the con- 
ditions of new appropriations of lands. The father 
of his country had none of the modern scepticism 
when in his first message to congress he recom- 
mended a facilitation of the intercourse between 
distant parts of the country by a due attention to 
the post office and post roads. 

The population of the United States was confined 
for almost two centuries to the Atlantic coast, but 
the mighty mind of Washington perceived that a 
region far more extended, fertile and salubrious, lay 
beyond the borders of the thirteen states; that inas- 
much as the sovereignty of the union was distribut- 
ed among the cultivators of the earth, the political 
power of the government would find a centre in that 
region; that if the natural barriers between that re- 
gion and the east should remain unchanged, the 
west would at no distant period cast off its union 
with the maratime states; but that if those barriers 
could be surmounted by roads and pierced by ca- 


nals, connecting its inland navigation of lakes and | 


rivers with tide water, the wealth and population of 
the whole country would be vastly increased, and 
the state be bound in an indissoluble union of inte- 
rest and affections. Imbued with these sentiments, 
he stopped not in his farewell address to discuss or 
to recominend his favorite policy, but boldly predict- 
ed, asacertain event, that progressive improvement 
of interior commnication by land and water, the 
auspicious results of which are only just beginning 
to be realized. 

It is a fact as interesting as it is instructive, that 
the solicitude of the father of his country knew no 
rest after the achievement of her independence, but 
passed directly from the cares of that great struggle 
to the greater and even more glorious work of 
strengthening the union of the states, and perpetuat- 
ing their liberties. In 1785, immediately after the 


of national prosperity and union, and recommended 
to congress the policy of applying the surplus re- 
venues arising from imposts upon luxuries and from 
the sale of the public lands to the great purposes of 
public education, the improvement of the Navigas 
tion of rivers, the construction of roads and canals 

and such other objects of public improvement as it 
might be thought proper to add to the constitutional 
enumeration of federal powers; operations by which, 
as he well remarked, new channels of communica- 
tion would be opened between the states, the lines 
of their separation would disappear, their interests 
would be identified, and their union cemented by 
new and indissolinble ties. 

It is worthy of remark, that none of the distin. 
guished founders of American liberty stepped to 
calculate the question of revenne when they re- 
commended this enlightened policy, designed to in- 
crease the prosperity and cement the union of the 
states. The distinction between internal improve- 
ments and measures of public defence, upon the 
ground that the former cannot rightfully be carried 
on with the revenues of the state or the use of its 
credit as the latter, is arefinement of modern times, 
The statesmen of the revolution evidently regarded 
free intercommunication as one of the means of na- 
tional defence. 

Had it been then understood, as is now asserted, 
that internal improvementis a departure from the 
ligitimate power of government, the opposition of 
the British king to emigration and his raising the 
conditions of new appropriation of lands, would 
have found no reprobation in the Declaration of 
Independence, and the improvement of roads and 
rivers at the public expense would not subsequent- 
ly have obtained an equal place with the promotion 
of education in the executive recommendations of 
Washington and Jefferson. No such absurdity was 
then conceived as the proposition, that while a na- 
tion may employ its revenue and credit in carry- 
ing on war, in suppressing sedition, and in punish- 
ing crime, it cannot employ the same means to 
avert the calamities of war, provide for the public 
security, prevent sedition, improve the public mo- 
rals, and increase the general happiness. 


All the questions now raised were deliberately 
and decisively settled in the adoption of the policy 
of internal improvement by this state in 1837. The 
estimated cost of the Erie and Champlain canals 
was six millions of dollars, and the whole sum was 
required to be expended within seven years. The 
revenues of the state were at that time inadequate 
to defray the ordinary expenses of the government 
without a resort to direct taxation. In this emer- 
gency the only question raised, was upon the ability 
of the state, not upon its right to employ its credit. 
Unconscious of their resources, the people of this 
state alternately appealed to the federal govern- 
ment for its all sufficient aid, and tendered to other 
states a munificent participation in the fruits, as an 
inducement to them to share the risks of the enter- 
prise. 

Notwithstanding the failure of both appeals, no 
opponent was encouraged to inculcate, as is now 
profanely held forth, that the attempt to overcome 
the physical barriers to intercourse between the 
different regions of the state was an encroachment 
upon the Divine prerogative. It was resolved on 
the contrary, that whether the great enterprise was 
regarded with a view to commerce and finance, or 








‘onthe more extensive scale of policy, it would 


close of the war, he proceeded up the difficult navi- | evince a want of wisdom and almost of piety not to 


gation of the Mohawk 


to Fort Stanwix, now the | employ, for public advantage, those means which 


site of the town of Rome, and crossed to Wood | Providence has placed so completely within their 


creek which empties into Oneida lakeand affords an 
imperfect communication with Lake Ontario. The 
noble and patriotic sentiments inspired by his ob- 
servations were thus expressed: ‘Taking a contem- 
plative and extensive view of the vast inland navi- 
ration ofthe United States, I could not but be struck 
with the immense diffusion and importance of it, 
and with the goodness of that Providence who had 
dealt his favors to us with so profuseahand. Would 
to God we may have wisdom to improve them!” 
The connection of Lake Ontario with the Hudson 
by perfect canals, instead of the difficult and ob- 
structed navigation of the Mohawk and Wood creek, 
the mingling of the waters of Lake Erie with 
those of the same noble river by means of a 
canal, the conversion of Fort Stanwix into the 
centre of a constellation of cities and villages, with 
all the consequent benefits of these improvements, 
reflect additional glory upon the fame of Washing- 
ton, and prove that the efforts of this state in fulfil- 
ment of his noble aspiration have been crowned 
with the blessing of that Great Being to whom it 
was addressed. 

His contemporary, Jefferson, one of the most sa- 
gacious of American statesmen, as well as one 








revolutionary age knew no such miserable bounds | 


—— ~/, 


of the most ardent votaries of liberty, pronounced 





roads, canals and rivers to be the great foundation 


power. They looked into futurity and attentively 
listened for the warning which it might send forth, 
but far from hearing, as is now insanely imagined, 
the cries and curses of unborn millions, and the 
maledictions of their own decendants, they were 
cheered on by voices which assured them that their 
young and enterprising state would soon be witb- 
out a rival, that the commerce of halfa world « ould 
be hers, that posterity wonld bless forever those 
who should commence and prosecute the great en- 
terprise to its consummation, and that contempo-a- 
ries would vindicate its chief defender against the 
assaults of his enemies. 

It was then asserted, as dogmatically as it is now, 
that taxation and ruin would be the consequences of 
internal improvement, and estimates of revenue, the 
correciness of which time has already triumphantly 
vindicated, were denounced as visionary and chi- 
merical. Phantoms of debt were then, as now con- 


jured up to an aggregate of boundles’ millions and 


ingeniously apportioned among the citizens, as such 
debts now are, by imaginary assessments according 
to the Jatest census of the state. 

Notwithstanding all these diseouragements, the 
work was undertaken, stocks were issued redeema- 
ble by a subsequent generation, and revenues then 
existing, revenues created for the purpose, and re- 
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venues anticipated from the works to be construct- 
ed, were all devoted to the payment of the interest 
and the extinguishment ot the debt. In 1821, the 
people, by their representatives, assembled torevise 
their constitution. The canals were still unfinished, 
and their results uncertain. ‘ 

Yet no such absurdity was proclaimed as that of 
excluding internal improvement from the subjects 
of legislative action, hor was the dishonest sugges- 
tion of repudiating the public debt for a moment 
entertained. On the contrary, all that had been 
done was approved, and the convention, with inte- 
grity eharacteristic of a Just, generous and enlight- 
ened people, incorporated into the constitution the 
pledges which had been given by the legislature to 
the public creditor, and made thein thenceforth and 
forever a part of the organic law of the state. 
These pledges have been sacredly preserved. Am- 
ple funds, received from the revenues originally de- 
voted to the enterprise, have accumulated and been 
set apart for the payment of the debt, although the 
day tor tinal payment has not yet arrived, and those 
funds now await the public creditor, a rebuke to 
terrorists who predicted eternal taxation. 

The construction of such works by associations 
incorporated by the legislature is denounced as no 
less unconstitutional and dangerous than their pro- 
secution by the state, and a stranger to our institu- 
tions would suppose, from the violence with which 
all such associations are assailed, that they are in- 
novations upon well settled principles of govern- 
ment. The opponents of internal improvement 
object to its prosecution by the general government, 
by the state governments, or by incorporatiuns, and 
would leave it to be carried on only by individual 
enterprise and with private capital. It is inanifest 
that as there are no private fortunes amoung us ade- 
quate to such enterprises, the exclusion ot legisla- 
tive action and that of corporations, would be 
equivalent to a prohibition of the systein. Such 
associations had their origin in the necessities of a 
scanty population, dispersed over a broad territory, 
requiring extensive improvements and yet enjoying 
wealth—limited indeed, but distributed wilh great 
equality. They are found upon that principle of 
social labor which always obtains in the settlement 
of new countries. Since itis always their design 
to invite emigration and stimulate business, rather 
than to provide comforts or facilities for a popula- 
tion already dense, their work are not unfrequently 
proiitless. 

They are to be considered rather as agents in 
equalizing and rendering available the contributions 
ot individuals for the public benefit, than as mono- 
polies of wealth. The same principle and form of 
association are adopted by every other department. 
Our manufactures are carried on by similar agen- 
cies, and our colleges, our public charities, and even 
our religious societies, are corporations. Their 
agency has always been employed in constructing 
works nut deeined of sufficient importance to war- 
rant their assumption by the state, and yet of too 
great magnitude to be constructed by individuals. 
When the necessities of the country were greatest, 
their agency was most freely employed and encou- 
raged bythe most liberal charters. As those ne- | 
cessities diminish, they are properly regarded with | 
greater jealousy, and the powers and privileges con- 
ferred upon them are more carefully restricted. 
Those who unite in such associations under the 
sanction of law for purposes of public tmprove- 
ment, necessarily incur the censure of others who 
liappily excuse themselves fro:n every contribution 
or sacrifice for the public welfare, upon the ground 
of their objections to the prevailing torms in which 
such contnbutions and sacrifices are made. But 
they may offer in extenuation of their error, that 
the sublime repose of the father of his country was 
occupied with the plans of internal improvement 
which were to be carried out by means of similar 
agencies, and that even he did not deenn it deroga- 
tory to his fame or patriotism to be the president’ 
of acanal company, after having won the highest 
honors of the republic. 

The policy of loaning the credit of the state to 
such associations is condemned with unmeasured | 
severity, and you will be required from soine quar- 
ters to repeal all the laws by which such loans 
have been authorised. ‘This policy had its origin 
in 1827, and was thus explained and defended in 
1329 by the distinguished citizen who then filled 
the executive chair of this state, and now adminis- 
ters the government of the United States. In his 
annual message to the legislature he observed, 
«it will doubtless be attentively considered how 
farthe public burthens arising trom the construc- 
tion of works of internal improvement may be re- 
lieved, and the efforts of the state judiciously aided 
by the encouragement of individual associations for 
the same purpose. The leading case in which this 

















policy has of late vears been adopted, was that of 


the Delaware and Hudson canalcompany. It gives 
me sincere pleasure to be able to inform you that 
it has in this instance been crowned with the most 
cheeiing success. The cost of this canal is said to 
have been one million eight hundred and seventy- 
five thousand dollars, and of that sum five hundred 
thousand dollars have been obtained upon the credit 
of the state, which holds for its security the first lien 
upon thecanal. There is no reason to apprehend 
the slightest loss or inconvenience from the measure 
adopted to assist the company. How far you can, 
consistently with other claims upon your favor, ex- 
tend the relief they ask, will, I am confident, re- 
ceive an impartial and just examination and deci- 
sion at your hands.” ! 

An addtional loan of the credit of the state to the 
Delaware and Hudson canal company to the amount 
of three hundred thousand dollars followed this 
recommendation. The policy has been further car- 
ried out by loans to rail road companies. Capital to 
an amount equal to the sum for which the credit of 
the state is pledged has been derived from Europe. 
Upon the inducement held out by the legislature, if 
has been paid to citizens of this state and expended 
by them in the construction of works of internal 
improvement with a view to the profit of our citi- 
zens, and the improvement and advancement of por- 
tions of the country which have not participated 
equally with other regions in the benefits of works 
constructed by the state, I will not stop to present 
the ruinous effects which a repeal of the laws in 
question would visit at this crisis upon the prospe- 
rity of the state. If to maintain the public faith 
invioiate it were necessary to argue from the incon- 
veniences which would result from its violation, 
that faith would not be worth defending. 

The people of the state are intelligent and en- 
lightened, their legislature is elected by their free 
and universal suffrage; and they understand fully 
the measures discussed at the capital, and their con- 
stitution secures accountability by bringing before 
them at short and stated periods their representa- 
tives in every department. [tis among the happy 
results of American constitutions, that the people 
have proved themseives inore watchful in the guar- 
dianship of the public treasury, more enlightened in 
the selection of objects of public muunificence, and 
more scrupulous in the discharge of national obli- 
gations, than those who have administered any other 
form of government. I[t is not from such a people 
that a violation of public faith is to be apprehended. 
The proposition to repeal these laws, if made at any 
other time, would have passed at any other time un- 
noticed; but when presented ata crisis like the pre- 
sent, it seems to proceed from a perverseness of 
moral sentiment, the very recklessness of which is 
ordained by a wise Providence as the most effectual 
securily against its evil designs. 

Within the period of twenty-three years, which 
has elapsed since the adoption of the policy of in- 
ternal improvement, the following works have been 
completed, and are now in successful operation.— 
The Erie canal, connecting the Hudson river at 
Troy and Albany with Lake Erie at Buffalo, 371 
iniles long; the Champlain canal, connecting the 
same noble river at the same points, with Lake 
Champlain at Whitehall, 79 miles; the Oswego ca- 
nal connecting the Erie canal at Syracuse with Lake 
Ontario at Oswego, 38 miles; Cayuga and Seneca ca- 
nal, opening a navigation from the lakes thus named 
to the Erie canal at Montezuma, 23 miles; Delaware 
and Hudson canal, from Rondout on the Hudson tothe 


| Delaware river, 81 miles, and continued by rail road 
tu the coal beds of Pennsylvania; the Crooked Lake 


canal connecting the Crooked lake with the Sene- 
ca lake, and thus with the Erie canal, 8 miles; the 
Chemung canal, connecting the Chemung river at 
Elmira with the Seneca lake, and thas with the 
Erie canal, 28 miles, with an extension to Corning, 
16 miles; the Chenango canal connecting the Sus- 


/quehannariverat Binghamp!on with the Erie canalat 


Utica, 97 miles; a continuous line of rail road from 
Albany to Auburn, 170 miles; a similar line fiom 
Lockport to Lewistown and Builalo, 47 miles; a rail 
road from Rochester to Batavia, 35 miles: a rail 
road from Schenectady to Saratoga Springs, 21 miles; 
a rail road from Troy to Ballston Spa, 25 miles; a 
rail road from New York to Harlem, 8 miles; a rail 
road from Brooklyn to Hicksville, on Long Island, 
27 miles; a rail road from the termination of the 
west branch of the Chemung canal to the Tioga rail 
roadin Pensylvania, 14 miles; a rail road crossing 
the ridge between the Susquehanna at Oswego and 
the Cayuga lake at Ithica, 29 miles; and a rail road 
from the lipe of Massachusetts at West Stockbridge 
to the city of Hudson, 30 miles. 

These works constitute the internal improve. 
iments which have been made in this state, exclu- 
sive of turnpike, Macadam and common roads.— 
They collectively exhibit 756 iniles of canals and 
406 miles of rail roads. Ail the canals except the 


Delaware and Hudson were constructed by the state 
and all the rail roads together with the Delaware 
and Hudson canal, were built by incorporated asso- 
ciations. From the various acts by which their con- 
struction was directed or authorised, the following 
principles may be deduced as settled in the policy 
of the state. That it is not only right, but the boun- 
den duty of the legislature to adopt measures for 
overcoming physical obstructions to trade and com- 
merce in this state, and for furnishing to each region 
as far as reasonably practicable, facilities of access 
to the great commercial ewporium of the union, for- 
tunately located within our own borders; that what- 
ever contributes to increase the prosperity of the 
city of New York is beneficial to every part of the 
state; that it is of paramount importance to provide 
such channels and thoroughfares, as wil] render tri- 
butary the trade of other states, and especially that 
of the territory bordering on the shores of the great 
western lakes; that itis just and wise to equalize the 
advantages of internal improvements by the con- 
struction of auxiliary or lateral works as far as the 
physical formation of the country and a judicious 
use of the public funds will permit; that the legisla- 
ture may direct the construction of such works at 
the expense of the state, or authorise their construc- 
tion by associations, and may aid them by loans of 
the credit of the state upon condition of periect in- 
demnity; that taxation for purposes of internal im- 
provement must necessarily be unequal, and would 
become oppressive; that the systein can be carried 
on to the full extent of the exigencies ofthe state with 
a judicions use of the revenues to be derived from 
the public works theinseives; and that it must at no 
time be vo far extended as to hazard the necessity of 
taxation to pay the interest or principal of the debt 
created for that purpose. 

Let us next inquire what has been the financial 
results of this policy, so far as it has been carried in 
the construction of works already completed. The 
cost of all the completed public works has been 
$12,072,032 25, which suin was borrowed chiefly at 
5 percent. Of this amount, excluding the Erie and 
Champlain canal debt, for the payment of which a 
fund has been accumulated and been set apart, there 
remains unpaid the sum of $3,476,839 66, which is 
not yetdue. The surplus revenue from the canals 
during the last year, was $1,067,802 74. This re- 
venue is sufficient to pay the balance of the debt for 
their construction, with interest thereon, in less than 
four years, and is equal annually to almost nine per 
cent. apow the entire cost of all the canals. — It is 
surely not unworthy of consideration, that these re- 
sults have been attained with the use of capital 
which otherwise would not have reached our shores. 











Nor ought it be forgotten, that the policy has also 
called into action associated capital to the amount of 
nine millions of dollars, which has been expended in 
the construction of public improvements, by which 
the value of agricultural productions has been sus- 





tained, labor encouraged, industry stimuliated in all 
its departments, and new facilities of communication 
opened in various parts of the state. 

But how unimportant is the: increase in the reve- 
nues of the government, compared with the more ex- 
tensive, commercial, agricultural and political re- 
sults affecting the condition of the people of. this 
state. The navigable waters of the state open to di- 
rect commerce with the city of New York in 1817 
scarcely exceeded three hundred miles in leneth — 
It is less than forty years since Quebee wes dene. 
rally regarded as the destined marts ot ihe posthern 
regions of this state, and Baltimore and New Orleans 
confidently anticipated the trade of our southwestern 
frontier, The commerce of the state has now its 
wharves on the shores of her lakes, rivers and 
bays, along an extent of twelve hundred miles to 
which must be added four hundred miles of canals in 
other states and three thousand miles of lake coast 
accessable through our articfial channels. By 
means of these improvements, the advanteges of 
navigable communication with the cily of: ain, 
York, have been distributed over a territory of twen 











ty-five thousand square miles, equal to one-half of 
the surface of the state, and already sustaining nore 
than one-half of its population.” Their effect in 
equalizing the local advantages of the different por- 
tions of the state is proved by the facts that the 
average population per square mile of 1s 
thus opened to commercial intercourse 
while that of the regions not thus accommodated js 


the regions 
is forty-eight 





only seven. Butialo and Osewego, Binghampton 
and Elmira, which nature seemed to hase wiediciedd 
from commerce with New York, now en} 
facilities of arcess than Utica did before 

were made; and Chicago, a thousand 
exchanges her productions for the merchandise of 
the same city at less expense and with Jess dela 

than Oswego could have done at the same period. 
| The wheat of Chataugue county, on the border of 
the state, displaces that staple on the shores of the 
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Hudson; and Orange and Duchess cheerfully relin- 
quish its culture for the more profitable agriculture 
required to furnish the daily supplies of a great city. 
Lutnber from Tompkins and“ Cheinung, and ship 
timber from Grand Island, supply the waats of the 
city of New York. Iron from the banks of the Au 
Sable is exchanged for the salt of Onondaga. The 
gypsum of Madison and Cayuga fertilizes the fields 
of Pennsylvania, and the eoal of that state is moving 
to supply the place of the forests of the west. Rail 
roads have immeasurably increased the facilities of 
intercourse and expedited the transmission of intel- 
ligence. Political influence and power are distri- 
buted among the cultivators of the earth, and our 
state, from an inferior position, has risen rapidly to 
unquestioned ascendancy in the union, The clouds 
which so often rise over the commercial cities of 
Surope, cannot casta permanent gloom over the 
prosperity of a state, which according to the senti- 
ment of Jefferson, has wisely secured herself by the 
improvement of roads, canals, rivers, education and 
the other great foundations of national prosperity 
and union. A people thus enriched will not aban- 
don the system to which they owe their wealth, be- 
cause the agents by whom it has been conducted 
may have erred or been unfaithful; nor will they be 
stopped in their career by obstacles which time 
must diminish and enterprise will overcome. 

The prudence, moderation and economy which 
are now recommended, will only reinvigorate our 
energies and confirm our ability to prosecute this 
systein until every part of the state shall enjoy its 
inestimable advantages. ‘The pressure which has 
fallen upon the country cannot long continue. No 
commercial fluctuations here or abroad can perma- 
nently repress the enterprise of the people, or check 
the progress of the state in wealth and population. 
Our canal revenues improve even under the most 
adverse circumstances, and although they may be 
stinted in theirincrease for one year or for two 
years, they will soon regain their progressive power. 

Unlike other communities, this state borrows no 
money for purposes of war or defence, to pay sala- 
ries or pensions, or the interest or principal of for- 
iner loan, or even to endow institutions of learning, 
benevolence or religion. Her income is sufficient 
jor her wants, without taxation: the value of her 
productive property is double the debt she owes; her 
surplus income is double the interest she is required 
to pay: and the revenues derived from her canals, if 
judiciously managed, will be adequate to every en- 
terprise which the interests of the people shall de- 
mand. 





only constitute a part of that great system which 
the enlightened mind of Washington foresaw would 
open channels to the Atlantic coast for the produc- 
tions of the west, and bind the states in indissolubie 
bonds of affection and interest. Her prosperity is 
increased by all that advances that of any of her sis- 
ter states, and she suffers soon and severely every 
calamity that falls upon them. She learns with sur- 
prise from the annual message of the president of 
the United States, that although the federal govern- 
ment bas unlimited possession of the imposts upon 
foreign commerce, and derives fifteen million annu- 
ally from the city of New York alone, its revenues 
from that source are deemed insufficient for its or- 
dinary expenditures. She hears with astonishment 
the suggestion made by the president, in violation 
of every principle of enlightened economy, of mag- 
nanimous policy, and of the established and often 
recognized conditions of the trust to consume the 
revenues arising from the sale of the public domain 
for the ordinary purposes of government, and thus 
prodigally waste, in temporary and often needless 
and extravagant expenditures, the richest inheritance 
that providence ever bestowed upon any people. 

The canals of this state have opened the way for 
emigration to that domain, have furnished facilities 
for the transportation of its productions, have im- 
measurably enhanced its value, and thus have great- 
ly contributed to increase the revenues which it has 
poured into the national treasury. She may, there- 
fore, with peculiar justice deinand a dividend of 
those revenues, and a partition of the national do- 
main. ‘The wants of many of the states will induce 
a more favorable consideration of a policy so emi- 
nently enlightened, just and equal, and it cannot be 
reasonably doubted that the voice of the people of 
this state, if clearly, expressed in its favor, would 
meet with a hearty response from every part of the 
union. Itisdemanded not only upon the grounds 
of justice and financial expediency, but by consider- 
tions deeply affecting the public liberty and the 
maintenance of our institutions, since the possession 
of this domain, and the control of the large revenue 
derived from it, cannot fail to increase the prepon- 
derance of the federal government. 

The cursory view which has been taken of the 
condition of the state and the measures requiring 
your consideration, was perhaps unnecessary to pro- 
duce a conviction that you have been called to your 
high trusts at a period when you will be embarras- 
sed by extraordinary difficulties, and when your dis- 
charge of those trusts will be regarded with great 


)solicitude. IJtis nota time to aggrevate existing 


The rapidity with which the system of internal; evils by sudden and violent changes of policy, bold 


improvements shall be prosecuted, and consequent- 


ly the period at which its full advantages shall ‘be 
realized, depend not altogether upon the legislature. 
The federal government holds in trust for the states 
about a thousand millions of acres of land, the value 
of which, at the lowest government price, is one 
dollar and twenty-five cents peracre. This im- 
mense domain, the property of the states, was ceded 
by them to the general government, as their trustee 
for their common interest and benefit. In 1790, 
congress very properly lodged the avails of the pub- 
lic lands for the payment of the national debt. That 
debt has been discharged. The revenues which the 
federal government derives froin imports should be 
sufficient for all its expenses, and that government 
has no legitimate right to use the proceeds of the 
public lands. It neither constructs works of inter- 
nal improvement nor establishes systems of educa- 
tion. ‘The state governments are charged with these 
responsibilities, and with the regulation of their own 
inunicipal affairs. The sum which has been teceiv- 
ed into the federal treasury from the sales of lands 
exceeds fifty millions of dollars. A bill passed both 
houses of congress making a distribution of these 
proceeds, but was lost for want ol the executive ap- 
proval. ‘Che proportion of these avails which equi- 
tably belongs to this state would relieve her from 
the necessity of delaying or postponing the prosecu- 
tion of any one of the public works already under- 
taken aud would enable her to assume others in 
which her citizens have engaged. Her interest in 
the immense domain remaining unsold as a resource 
which would enable her to extend her improvements 
until no dwelling within her borders shall be distant 
inore than fifteen miles from means of rapid com- 
. 

ew ark need not solicit the federal government, 
as is proposed ina soine quarters, to assume or guran- 
tee the payment of the debts of the several sialon, 
upon a pledge of the public mane Her credit ae > 
no such extraneous support, and her mma ise eh pr 
be crippled by the nation's guaranty © ea ie ou os 
other states, upon whose legislation she can na 


no check. Her interest is the common interest of 


ity is indissolubly con- 
allthe states. Her prosperity is indissotul 
were with theirs. Her works of internal improve- 
ment, wagnificent as they may be, will nevertheless 





experiments, or rash improvements. ‘The imme- 
diate welfare of the people and their permanent pros- 
perity will be better promoted by a steady adher- 
ance to the settled policy of the state, with economy 
and retrenchment in its prosecution, and by the pre- 
servation of institutions intimately connected with 
the policy and with the various individual interests 
of our fellow citizens. Nor ought we to forget that 
the counsels of government are ineffectual to pro- 
mote the common welfare, if they are not guided by 
that sense of dependence upon divine favor, which 
the remembrance of past blessings is so weli calcu- 
lated to inspire. WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Albany, January 7th, 1840. 


REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE 
NAVY. 
Navy department, November 30, 1839. 

Sir: In the performance of a duty annually de- 
volving on this department, I have the honor to 
subinit the following report: 

Che squadron now employed in the Mediterra- 
nean comprises the Ohio ship of the line, the frigate 
Brandywine, and the sloop of war Cyane—the whole 
commanded by commodore Isaac Hull. No inter- 
ruption to our commerce has occurred in that sea 
since ny last report; and by the answers of the re- 
spective consuls of the United States, resident at the 
principal ports, to the queries of our commanders, 
copies of what have been received at the depart- 
ment, it appears that no obstacle is thrown in its 
way by the authorities of any nation on its borders. 

At the date of my last annual report, the force in 
the Pacic, under commodore Ballard, consisted of a 
ship of the line, two sloops of war and two schooners. 
The ship of the line and one of the schooners have 
returned to the United States; the other schooner is 
now on her way; the two sloops of war have been 
ordered home, the period of their cruise having ex- 
pired, and may be expected early in the spring. 

To supply the place of the force thus withdrawn, 
a frigate of the first class, under commodore Clax- 
ton, who succeeds commodore Ballard, sailed from 
New York in May Jast, with instructions to land 
our minister, Mr. Ellis, at Vera Cruz, and thence 
nroceeded with all diligence to her destination. She 
has been followed by a sloop of war and a schooner, 











and the squadron now consists of a frigate, a sloo 
of war, and a schooner, ail of which, it is presumed 
are now on the station. By the last accounts, af- 
fairs in that quarter continued in a state of great 
confusion and uncertainty. Revolutions of rulers 
rather than principles still agitate these regions so 
favored by nature, and the commerce of neutrals 
continues to require the protection of a competent 
naval force. 

Commodore Claxton has been directed to employ 
one of his vessseis in cruising within he gulf of 
California, and along the northwest coast of Ame- 
rica; and, if circumstances will permit, to despatch 
another to visit the Sandwich and Friendly islands, 
with a view to afford countenance and protection to 
vessels of the United States employed in the whale 
fisheries. 

The squadron on the Brazilian station, under 
commodore Nicholson, comprises a razee and a sloo 
of war; the brig Dolphin having been ordered home 
for repairs, and to convey to the United States the 
seamen whose term of service had expired, or was 
about to expire. The frigate United States, under 
commodore Ridgely, appointed to succeed commo- 
dore Nicholson, is fitting out for the purpose of re- 
lieving that officer, and is now on the eve of sailing. 

The sloop Marion has preceded the United States, 
and the brig Enterprise 1s also destined for that sta- 
tion. The squadron will consist of a frigate, a sloop 
of war, and a brig, and will be increased as occasion 
requires. 

Internal dissensions still agitate the states border- 
ing on the river Plata, apparently with increasing 
violence; the novel systein of a war of blockade, so 
vexatious to neutral commerce, continues to be pro- 
secuted by France, and the necessity for a naval 
force in that quarter is increased rather than di- 
minished. 

The squadron operating in the gulf of Mexico and 
the West Indies, was reinforced by two sloops of 
war, and the whole placed under commodore Wm. 
Shubrick, appointed to succeed commodore Dallas, 
who retired from the command. The misunder- 
standing at that time existing between Mexico and 
France having since been adjusted, and the latter 
having relinquished the biockade of the ports of the 
former, two sloops of war and a schooner, which 
were ordered to the north for repairs, have not been 
replaced by others. 

The schooner, after undergoing the necessary re- 
pairs, was employed on special service. She has 
since returned, and is now destined for a cruise on 
the coast of Africa. 

Subsequently to the withdrawal of these vessels 
from the West India station, a third sloop of war, 
requiring extensive repairs, was ordered to the 
north, and has arrived at Norfolk. The squadron 
now comprises a frigate and four sloops of war, 
which may be increased should circumstances indi- 
cate the propriety of such a measure. 

The force employed in the Indian and China seas 
consists of the frigate Columbia, and corvette John 
Adams, under commodeore Read, who arrived at 
Macao on the 28th of April last, and continued 
there, by the last accounts, at the earnest solicita- 
tions of the American consul and citizens resident 
at Canton, who considered themselves in a some- 
what critical position, in consequence of the deci- 
sive measures taken by the Chinese government for 
the suppression of the illicit trade in opium carried 
on by English residents at that place. These ap- 
prehensions were, however, subsiding, and it is pre- 
summed that commodore Read has long since pro- 
ceeded in fulfilling his general instructions. 

While at Columbo, having received information 
that a daring act of piracy, accompanied by the 
murder of two American citizens, had been recently 
committed by the inhabitants of Muckie, in the 
island of Sumatra, commodore Read, acting under 
his general instructions, promptly proceeded to the 
scene of outrage. Here having vainly sought re- 
dress by the restoration of the plundered property 
and the surrender of the murderers, he inflicted a se- 
vere and merited chastisement or the barbarians. 

The South Sea exploring expedition left the island 
of Madeira on the 28th of September, 1838, and ar- 
rived at Rio Janeiro on the 23d of November follow- 
ing. Aiter replenishing his store, and refreshing 
his crews, lieutenant Wilkes then proceeded, in the 
execution of his instructions, to survey the mouth 
of Rio Negro and its neighboring coasts. Thence 
he proceeded to Terra del Fuego, where, leaving a 
portion of the squadron and scientifie corps to pro- 
secute their researches, he stretched into the south- 
ern ocean, between the 105th degree of west lon- 
gitude on the western coast of Palmer's land; re- 
turning, he joined the vessels left at Terra del Fuego, 
and arrived at Valparaiso on the 15th of May, 1839. 
During the passage, the squadron separated in a se- 


vere gale, and did not join company till the 25th of 
March, 
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A portion of the squadron penetrated to the 70th 
degree of south latitude, where it encountered vast 
masses of ice, and narrowly escaped ene | frozen 
up. Lieutenant Wilkes became satisfied that, ow- 
ing to the lateness of the season, it was impossible 
to make any further progress, the undertaking was 
relinquished with the intention of resuming it ata 
more favorable time of the year. 

The expedition, with the exception of the Sea 
Gull which separated in a gale, arrived at Valparaiso 
on the 15th of May last; left that port for Callao the 
6th of June, and sailed thence for the Sandwich 
Islands, since which time no despatches have been 
received from the commanding officer. 

Thus far the expedition has not been without be- 
nefit to commerce, having ascertained beyond all 
reasonable doubt, that various shoals and obstruc- 
tions laid down in charts have no existence. 

The officers, whether employed in professional 
duties or scientific pursuits, are stated by lieutenant 
Wilkes to be ardent and indefatigable in their exer- 
tions; and there is reason to believe that, if no new 
discoverie3 are made of unknown lands or islands, 
it will be because none exist in that region of the 
globe. : 

The steam frigate Fulton has been employed 
during the past season under captain Perry, who is 
charged with their superintendence, in prosecuting 
various experiments with Paixhan guns, a circum- 
stantial report of which is daily expected. ‘There 
is little reason to deubt that the results will be 
highly interesting and important. 

The surveys directed by acts of congress have 
been prosecuted to the extent of the means placed 
at the disposal of the department. Under the act of 
the 3d of March, 1837, the United States schooner 
Experiment, and steamer Engineer, loaned by the 
war department, have been employed under the di- 
rection of lieutenant Glynn in surveying the harbors 
of Beaufort and Wilmington, North Carolina. These 
surveys have been completed, and will be laid be- 
fore congress at the present session. 

The United States brig Consort is now fitting out 
under lieutenant Glynn for the purpose of com- 
pleting other surveys, directed by the same acf, 
which were relinquished in consequence of the 
sickness of his officers. It is confidently anticipated 
that the whole will be completed and a report made 
to congress previous to its adjournment. 

In compliance with the provisions for the second 
section of the act making appropriations for the na- 
val service of the year 1839, two steam frigates have 
been commenced, one at New York, the other at 
Philadelphia. The engines and boilers have been 
contracte:! for, and are now in progress. These 
two vessels sill be built on the saine model, one to 
be propelle:’ ‘y vertical, the other by engines on an 
inclined plaice of the same power, with a view to 
test their respective advantages and disadvantages, 
there being a great diversity of opinion on_ this 
question ainong practical engineers. ‘The third 
steain frigate authorised by the act aforesaid, has 
not yet been put on the stocks, it being in contem- 
piation to adopt a model presented by a distinguish- 
ed officer of the navy, to be propelled by a differ- 
ent description of machinery. 

By your direction, the schooner Grampus, under 
lieutenant Paine, sailed from Norfolk in September 
Jast, for the coast of Newfoundland, with instrae- 
tions to inquire into the nature and causes of the 
seizure and condemnation of certain American ves- 
sels engaged in the fisheries. Lieutenant Paine has 
returned, after performiug this duty in a satisfactory 
manner, and reported the result of his cruise. 

The frequent and increasing violations of the laws 
for the suppression of the slave trade on the coast 
of Africa, by vessels owned by foreigners, but pros- 
tituting the flag of the United States to their nefa- 
rious purposes, induced you to direct that two fast 
sailing vessels, of the sinaller class, should be fitted 
out, for the purpose of arresting these violations of 
our laws and of the rights of the people of Africa. 
One will probably have sailed before this report is 
received, and the other is only waiting the comple- 
tion of some necessary repairs to follow with all 
practicable despatch. 

Navy pension fund. The number of invalid pen- 
sioners is 456, and the sum annually required to pay 
them is $83,844 74. The number of widow pen- 
sioners is 339, and the annual amount of their 
pensions is $62,064. The number of minor chil- 
dren pensioners is 115, and the amount of their pen- 
sions is $14,314; making an aggregate of 901 pen- 
sioners, and $110,122 74. 

he amount of stock to the credit of the navy pen- 

sion fund, Ist of Oct. 1738, was $390,832 25 
On the Ist of Oct. 1839, 251,139 00 





Difference $137,693 25 
Which sum was applied to the payment of pen- 





“nga by the fourth auditor and second comptrol- 
er. 

About $55,000 will be required to pay pensions, 

which will become due the Ist January, 1840, and 
to meet arrearages as they may be reported. 
* The whole amount of the fund having heretofore 
been invested in bank, state and corporation stocks, 
which are now greatly depreciated, the sum above 
stated cannot probably be realized by the sale of less 
than $80,000 or $90,000 of stocks. In the hope 
that they may in some degree recover from this 
state of depression, and unwilling to make so great 
a sacrifice, I would suggest that the subject be 
brought to the early attention of congress. 

On the 3d of March, 1837, the capital of the navy 
pension fund was $1,115,329 53; and previously 
to the act of congress of that date “for the more 
equitable administration of the navy pension fund,” 
the annual interest and dividends were sufficient to 
defray all the expenditures. Under this act the 
navy pension fund has decreased with increasing ce- 
lerity,a large portion of the pensions granted in 
conformity with its provisions involving arrearages 
commencing many years anterior to its passage. 

The pensions to invalids now on the list are for 
life, and not during the continuance of disability, as 
was the case before the passage of the act of the 
14th of July, 1832; those to widows until they shall 
marry or die; and those to children until they attain 
the age of twenty-one years. It is therefore cer- 
tain that at the end of two years at farthest, the 
navy pension fund will be exhausted. Under the 
existing laws there is not the least prospect of any 
decrease in the number of pensioners or the amount 
of their pensions; and, consequently, congress will 
be called upon to redeem the pledge contained in the 
ninth section of the act of 23d April, 1800, to make 
good any deficiency in the navy pension fund arising 
out of its own legislation. 

The first section of the act of 8d March, 1887, 
provides that pensions to widows or children shall 
be paid froin the date of the demise of the husbands 
or fathers. The only condition is, that the demise 
shall have happened in the naval service. No dis- 
tinction whatever is nade in regard to the cause or 
manner of death, or the period of service of the 
deceased; all are placed on the same footing, and all 
alike partake of the national bounty. 

Arrearges of pensions for more than thirty-seven 


years, in one instance involving the payment of 


more than $20,000, have been paid under this sec- 
tion, which has mainly caused the rapid diminution 
of a fund originally constituted for the sole purpose 
of providing for officers and seamen only, disabled 
in the naval service. 

A claim has been presented on account of an in- 
dividual who died in 1800, about a month after his 
entry into the service, and if allowed, a large sum 
will be required to pay it. But not being certain 
that this first section was intended to authorise such 
profuse expenditure of the navy pension fund, I 
have suspended the payment, and now refer the 
claim for the decision of congress. 

The second section of the same act provides that 
“pensions which may have been granted, or which 
shall hereafter be granted to officers, seamen and 
mariners, in the naval service, disabled by wounds 
or injuries received in the line of their duty, shall 
commence from the time when they were disabled.” 
It has been found impossible to discriminate, with 
any degree of accuracy, In cases occurring at such 
remote periods, as to the precise time at which the 
disability commenced, and the date of the wound 
or injury has necessarily been assumed, as that of 
the commencement of the pensions, although, in 
many cases there were strong circumstances indi- 
cating that the disability did not occur until long 
afterward, It may also be remarked that under this 
section of the act of 3d of March 1837, in connec- 
tion with the Sth section of the act of 23d of April 
1800, persons wounded, or otherwise injured, thirty 
or thirty-five years ago, may receive pensions, com- 
mencing from the time when the injuries were sus- 
tained, although they have remained in the ser- 
vice ever since, in the enjoyment of full pay, and 
inust continue to do so until congress shall otherwise 
direct. 

Under the liberal construction given to the navy 
pension laws of the United States, it has been here- 
tofore assumed that full pensions and full pay may 
be allowed at one and the sametime, to the same 
persons; and sometimes it has not been considered 
necessary, or even discretionary, in executing these 
laws, to exclude persons afflicted with diseases and 
infirmities, to which mankind are subjected in every 
situation, and under all circumstances of life. It is 
at all times difficuit to discriminate between disabi- 
lilies occasioned by hereditary or constitutional pre- 
disposition to disease, and those that are the direct 
and immediate consequence ofthe peculiar expo- 


sions granted by acts of congress, and accounts | sures incidental to the naval service. 


A similar difficulty occurs in cases of disabilities, 
occasioned or aggravated by habits of intemperance 
and dissipation. Yet all these seem equally com- 

rehended in the various provisions of the pension 
aws; and no matter what may have been the term 
of service, whether years, months or days, all claim 
a share, of the navy pension fund during life, under 
a liberal construction of the statutes. It is true that 
these laws declare that the proof must be satisfacto- 
ry to the head of the department. Yet, what may 
satisfy one man, may not operate in like manner on 
another differently constituted; and hence has arisen 
much diversity of practice under the administration 
of different persons. 

Accompanying this report is a document exhibit- 
ing a statement and analysis of the various public 
acts of congress in relation to navy pensions and 
the navy pension fund. The multiplication of these 
laws, and the various constructions placed upon 
them at different times, seem to indicate the proprie- 
ty of adopting a less complicated system. J would 
also take the occasion to state, that whatever dis- 
position may be made of the subject, it has be- 
come necessary to relieve the department from 
the labor and responsibility of this portion of his 
duties. 

Almost every application for a pension involves 
the necessity of a close and critical examination of 
testimony, together with a,reference to various laws, 
and the time required to do this as it ought to be done, 
inaterially interfere with other and indispensable 
avocations, , 

The act of 3d of March, 1887, on which I have 
thought it my duty tooffer these remarks, has been 
the principal source of the decline of the navy pen- 
sion fund. Under its operation, that fund has sunk, 
in little more than two years, from $1,115,329 to 
$253.139; and as I have before stated, about 
$55,000 will be required to meet demands, which 
will become due on the Ist of January, 1840. 

I again take occasion to invite your attention to 
the appropriation for a dry dock at New York. 

The sum of $100,000, as assigned in the year 
1835 to that object, having, with the exception of a 
small amount for surveys, been no part of it expend- 
ed, in consequence of difficulties in the selection of 
a site, has reverted to the treasury. I earnestly re- 
commend its re-appropriation. 

The discovery of a new and more capa¢ious en- 
trance into the harbor by lieut. Gedney, which, if 
ever known, had been long since forgotten, has re- 
moved the only plausible objection hitherto urged 
against the expediency of a measures which ap- 
pears to be recommended by so many considera- 
tions. 

Lhe central position of this port, the facilities re- 
sultirg from its two entrances and outlets, at a great 
distance from each other, and the ample means the 
city affords for repairing, manning and supplying 
vessels of war, all point it out asa station deserv- 
Ing peculiar attention. Asan additional reason, it 
is proper to state that two ships of the line are now 
lying at the navy yard ina state of rapid decay, 
which cannot be repaired without going into dock, 
and cannot be removed without almost a certainty 
of total loss. A very few years will place them be- 
yond the reach of recovery, and they must be either 
broken up, or sink where they now are. 

I deem it proper, also, to bring to your notice an 
abuse of great importance to the interests of the ser- 
vice. Numerous instances oceur of the enlistnent 
of minors; and it is obiviously impossible io dis- 
criminate between those who are, and these who are 
not, of legal age. 

' After receiving the advance of pay, and becom- 
ing, perhaps, indebted to the purser in additicn, they 
apply toa lawyer or magistrate, procure a habeas 
corpus, and obtain their release without any legal 
obligation to pay the debt thus contracted. The in- 
structions to recruiting officers authorise them to 
cause an oath to be adininistered in cases of doubt: 
but it has been decided that its violation does not 
subject the offender to legal punishment. Cases 














analagous to these frequently occur in the enlist- 
iment of apprentices authorised by act of ¢ 
They are occasionally presented by persons claiming 
to be the parents or guardians, and received accord- 
ingiy. Afler remaining until they are sufliciently 
educated, and capable of being useful to their real 
parents, the latter come forward, prove the whole 
case a fraud, procure a habeas corpus, and release 
the apprentice after he has been maintained and 
educated at the public expense. 

I would, therefore, respectfully recommend the 
passage of a law authorising recruiting officers to 
cause an oath to be administered to persons offerine 
for enlistment in cases where their majority is doubt- 
ed, and in every case, fo parents or guardians pre- 
senting boys as apprentices to the navy, the viola- 
tion of which should be declared a perjury, and sub- 


ongress. 





ject the offender to legal prosecution and punishment. 
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Should ths system of apprenticeship be carried | ing vessels generally, 


to the extent of which itis susceptible, T look for- 
ward to it as a source of great and lasting benefit to 
the navy. There is every reasonable prospect of its 
becoming a uursery for the supply of petty officers, 
one of the most Be tp boy constituents in the ser- 
vice, nor can I doubt but that it inay be made the 
ineans of supplying a large number of capable, in- 
telligent seamen, more strongly attached to their 
country by the benefits she has conferred on them. 

The result, thus far, has been highly encouraging. 
A spirit of excitement and emulation prevails among 
these boys; their conduct, with rare exceptions, is 
correct and exemplary; exainples of profligacy and 
cases of desertion se!doin occur; commanders of ves- 
sels of war are, without exception, anxious to have 
at least one-tenth of their crews composed of them; 
and the reports froin receiving ships give uniform 
testimony to their generai deportment, their habits 
of order and industry, and their capacity for the ac- 
quisition of those branches of learning, and that 
practical knowledge of their profession, which fit 
thein for future usefulness. 

I have endeavored to call the attention of magis- 
trates, parents and guardians, to the means afforded 


by this system, of providing for that large class of 


unfortunate children which has become so numer- 
ous, most especially in our large cities, and which is 
without the means or the prospect of a comfortable 
inaintenance, or of acquiring even the rudiments of 
education. If, instead of permitting thein to live in 
idleness, exposed to every teimptation, and plunging 
prematurely into every vice, they were apprenticed 
to their country, they would receive such an educa- 
tion as benefits their station and acquire those habits 
of sobriety, honesty, order and industry, which 
would go far to rane those who are so apt to be- 
come the bane of society, efficient supporters of the 
honor and interests of their country. 

Under the act of congress which directed a revi- 
sion and extension of the rules and regulations of the 
gervice, approved 19th May, 1832, a board of naval 
officers wa3 convened by the department, and their 
proceedings communicated tocongress. No action, 
however, was taken by that body, in consequence, 
and as by the provisions of the law, those regulations 
were not to be carried into effect until they had re- 
ceived its sanction, they have remained ever since 
a dead letter, never having been prowmulyated. 

Believing, however, that a revision of the old re- 
gulations, witha view to their adaptation to laws 
subsequently passed, and for the purpose of taking 
advantage of the results of experience, would con- 
duce to the good of the service, the departmert has 
directed the board of navy commissioners, under the 
authority of the act by which it was constituted, to 
attend to that duty. The board is now engaged in 
its performance, at such intervals of leisure as the 
multiplicity ofits other labors will permit. The re- 
vised system will probably be laid before congress 
before the expiration of their present session, and it 
is believed that, with some modification of the law 
“for the better government of the navy,’’ passed in 
the year 1800, the whole will form a systeto, which, 
if administered with a firm, steady, temperate per- 
severance, Will, so far as its influence extends, sus- 
tain the navy of the United States on that eininence 
which it hag attained in the estimation of all nations. 

I feel confidence however, that the only sure and 
effectual means of maintaining the character and dis- 
cipline of the service, is to keep in commission as 
many vessels and einploy as many officers in active 
duties, as is compatible withthe resources of the 
country. JU 
professional excellence, and it is on this Irely as the 
only solid basis for a naval establishment, not for- 
wnidable from the nuinber of ships in ordinary or on 
the stocks, but for its experience, its discipline and 
habits of hardy endurance. For this reason no diini- 
nution of the force in commission bas been conteimn- 
plated in the estimates herewith presented. All the 
retrenchiments will be found in other branches of ex- 
penditure, and the current service of the ensuing 

‘ear has been left untouched and undiminished. 

The estimates of the board of navy commissioners, 
for the naval service of 1849, have been made with 
every regard to economy deemed compatible with 
the great interests of the country, Whenever vasia- 
tions occur between the present estimates and the 
preceding ones, short explanatory notes are append- 
ed, giving the reasons for the change. 

I take this occasion respectfully to recommend 
the passage of a law, for bringing under one general 
head all the special aets which authorise the building 
or rebuilding of particular vessels, as well as those 
relating to their repairs. A bill for this purpose was 
reported during the last session of congress, and is 
presumed to have failed to become a law in conse- 

uence of inability to reach itin time. I conceive 
it will be highly advantageous to the service by 
placing inaterials for building, repairing and equip- 


This, alter all, is the vital principle of 





at the disposal of the depart | 
ment for all such purposes, at the precise period | 
they are wanted, and before they deteriorate by 
tine and exposure. 

Another advantage would be greatly simplifying 
accounts at all the naval stations by disbursing offi- 
cers, and at the treasury. 

These, and other minor results of convenience and 
economy, in my opinion, all unite in recommending 
the measure. 

Should the further sum of $340,000 be transferred 
froin the appropriation for the gradual improvement 
of the navy, towards completing the two steamers as 
proposed in the estimates, the remainder of that ap- 
propriation, amounting to $410,000, which would 
become available in 1840, by the existing laws, will 
not, in all probability, be necessary, as the balance 
on hand will be sufficient to meet all expenditures 
under that head for the ensuing year. ‘That portion 
of the appropriation, may, therefore, it is believed, 
be postponed until 1841, without injury to the ser- 
vice, should it be thought expedient, provided the 
whole amount of transfers is eventually returned. 

Tt will be perceived that the board of navy coin- 
missioners has again submitted an estimate for addi- 
tional clerks, which are daily becoming more indis- 
pensable to the prompt discharge of the public busi- 
ness coinmitted to its superintendence. The multi- 
plication of records, the labor of investigating past 
\ransactions, so often necessary to refer to, and 
Which increases with the lapse of time, combined 
with the progressive expansion of the country, and 
growth of the navy, all call for additional labor and 
additional ineans for its performance. The plan for 
a reorganization of the department, prepared in pur- 
snance of a resolution adopted at the last session of 
congress, contemplates such addition to the number 
of clerks, as is deemed essential to carry it inte ope- 
ration should it be adopted, and will render any fur- 
ther action on this point unnecessary. 

Believing that the creation of a higher grade of 
rank, than is now recognised in the navy, will be ad- 
vantageous to the service, for reasons which have 
been too often presented to require repetition, I 
again offer the subject to your consideration. Re- 
spectiully submitted, J.K. PAULDING. 

To the president of the United States. 
TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 

SENATE. 

January 10. The vice president communicated 
to the senate a letter from the department of state, 
showing the number of clerks, &c. in that depart- 
ment, their compensation, &c. 

Also, from the treasury department, in obedience 
to a resolution of the senate, in relation to the 
prices of certain state stocks in the Londun and 
Havre markets. 

Also, in obedience to a resolution calling for the 
records and correspondence of the court of inquiry 
and court martial in the case of col. Brant. 

Also, a petition from Chauncey Hall, in relation 
to a steam engine. 

Numerous private memorials and petitions were 
presented and referred. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. presented a letter from the de- 
legate of Lowa, to the effect that the undersigned 
begged leave to state that, from one of ithe city 
papers of the morning, he perceived that one of 
the honorable senators from Missouri had made a 
speech on the disputed boundary between the state 
of Missouri and Iowa; and inasmuch as the terri- 
tory was unrepresented, he had good reason to hope 








that, until an investigation could be had, Missouri 
would refrain from charging the general govern- , 
ment with ill treatment. 

The letter goes on to say: “If the undersigned 
might be permitted to refer to the liberality of con-. 
vress towards that state, be is sure that the recent 
addition of an immense district of country would 
not be the only instance of the liberality of the 
general government towards the state of Missouri, 
Your petitioner bas no fears for the final result of 
this question; he only hopes that, if nothing but 
the constitutional boundary will be accepted by 
that state, your honorable body will not consider it 
your duty, though possessed of the power, toextend 
her constitutional limits. Should the /egal bounda- 
ry be found to run through the heart of our flou- 
rishing territory, our people have too much pride 
to stand out against the deliberate opinion of con- 
gress, and seek redress elsewhere. On the con- 
trary, if it shall appear that Missouri already oc- 
cupies mors than her constitutional limits will al- 
low, he hopes for an award of the balance found 
in our favor. At this time the undersigned for- 
bears referring to any of the numerous documents 
in his possession, going far, in his opinion, to sus- 
tain the claims of the territory—fearing that doing 
so previous to the subject coming before a com- 





mittee might be considered premature on his part.”’ 


Mr. Linn said he regretted exceeding!y that his: 
young friend, the delegate from Iowa, had written 
this letter. He had certainly misapprehended the 
tenor of Mr. L’s remarks. Mr. L. had. net intend. 
edat all to say what he had represented him as: 
saying. Mr. L. did not enter at all into the merits. 
of the question, but merely called the attention of 
the senate to a memorial on this subject presented 
here ten years ago. To this his colleague (Mr, 
Benton) would testify. Mr. L. had said that con- 
gress had neglected this memorial, and that no- 
thing by them had been done. Missouri had urged 


this memorial on congress, in reference mainly to 


prospective difficulty with Indian tribes as to this 
boundary. But Mr. L. had not at all entered into 
the merits of the questien; that was stilb to be in- 
vestigated; and to this investigation Mr. L. had 
merely endeavored to call the attention of the se- 
nate andthe country. This memorial, which was 
presented ten years ago, then predicted the very 
evils which had now arisen. 

Mr. Linn knew that Iowa had no interest in this 
question, for, in the eontest of Ohio with Michigan 
on a question of boundary, whatever rights Michi. 
gan might have were compelled to be overslaugh- 
ed here; though Mr. L. had. no doubt that the 
weight which Ohio, Indiana and Illineis had by 
their presidential electors had some influence in 
settling that question. And this matter respecting 
Iowa was even more unquestionable than that re- 
specting Michigan. But Mr. L. bad not called. the 
rights of Iowa in question here. His whole ob- 
ject was to bring the subject fairly betore the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, before whoin Me. L. and 
his colleague were toappear. But, whatever might 
be the decision here on the subject, the legislature 
of Missouri could not accept it. It would be ne- 
cessary to call a convention of the state; and, 
shonld that convention refuse the decision of eon- 
gress, the question inust then goto the U. States. 
courts, and, whatever they might decide in regard 
to the boundary, aceording to the act of 1820, to 
that decision Missouri must submit. This was the 
ultimate tribunal. Mr. L. again disclaimed all de- 
sign to enter now into the merits of the question. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. said he bad not presented the 
memorial with a view to debate at this time. But, 
whatever the gentleman from Missouri had done 
before, he had made somewhat of a speech on this 
oceasion. Mr. C. had not examined the merits of 
the subject; but he could not acquiesce in the de- 
claration of the senator from Missouri that Lowa 
had no interestin this question, He must insist, 
on the contrary, that she had an interest, in full 
proportion to the value of the territory in question, 
and she was under as strong tudueements as Mis- 
souri to retain it, to add toher strength and re- 
sources. But Mr. C’s objeet was not debate, but to 
have this subject suitably referred. 

Mr. Norvell said that he should not have risen, 
but for the allusion of his honorable friend behind 
hin from Missouri, Mr. Linn, to the Michigan 
boundary. He had no doubt that his friend had 
touched the right chord, when the decision of that 
question had been ascribed, in some degree, to the 
number of eleetoral votes controlled by the states 
of Obio, Indiana and Lllinois, upon that oceasion.. 
He had, however, risen to second the wotion of the 
senator from Alabama for the printing and refe- 
rence of the letter of the delegate from Iowa. It 
was, he believed, couched in respectful language. 
It had relation to a boundary Hine between that ter- 
ritory and Missouri, in which the people of Iowa 
had an imporiant interest. He protested against 
the idea that they had no interest in the question. 
It appeared, from the whole action of this govern- 
ment, that the territories of the union possessed 
neither rights nor interests of any kind. He trust- 
ed that such adoctrine would be po longer enter- 
tained. Inthe present controvessy, he confessed 
his sympathies to be with the people of Iowa, but 
not, he hoped, so deeply enlisted as to induce him 
to do injustice to Missouri. 

Mr. Linn said perhaps he had committed an er- 
ror in his language; but, he merely meant to say that, 
as a party to this question, lowa had no interest in 
it. Asa question to be settled, it lay wholly be- 
tween the United States and Missouri. And would 
any body now say that the decision of congress on 
this question would be binding on Missouri? Would 
any one say that Missouri could be forced into ac- 
quiescence to it?) The ultimate appeal was beyond 
the reach of congress, and if congress did not settle 
it, the courts were open. Mr. L. preferred that 
congress should settle it; but if they determined 
that Missouri had no right whatever to the territo- 
ry, the decision would be met by a spirit of re- 
sistance on the part of Missouri. 

Mr. Allen said he was not aware that the subject 
of presidential electors had any thing to do with the 
case of the Michigan boundary. He was then a 








es 


member of the house of representatives, and in a} 
speech at that time, he had taken the same ground | 
which he should take now; thatafter the settlement 
of the ‘controversy, Michigan had only a resulting 
contingent interest in the question; but as a party 
to the controversy, she had no interest at all; the 
question was wholly between Ohio and this go- 
vernment. } 

But Mr. A. had now risen chiefly to express his 
dissent from the doctrine of the senator from Mis- 
souri, as a final appeal on this question. The U. 
States supreme court had no jurisdiction over this 
question by the constitution, and into that jurisdic- 
tion it would not be drawn. It was a question be- 
tween sovereign powers, with which that court had 
no right to interfere either directly or indirectly. 

Mr. A. would remark, further, that he had never 
looked at this question as to the right of Missouri 
or the United States to this territory. But he hoped 
congress would act on this subject purely in refer- 
ence to such right as should be found to exist in the 
formation of the constitution of Missouri, and with- 
out any reference whatever to the presidential elec- 
tion. &f Missouri hada right to the territory, let 
her have it, without setting up as a scare-crow the 
presidential election. Let her have exact and equal 
justice. 

Mr. Buchanan said this was purely a judicial 
question, and one which required the senate to act 
upon it with perfect calmness and deliberation.— 
They would hear both sides; anc if their decision 
should terminate the controversy, it ought to be by 
its moral weight and strict impartiality, after a 
thorough and calm investigation. But what was 
now to be seen? The question was introduced as 
to whether the supreme court would have jurisdic- 





-nessee, presented the instructions received by him 





tion in this case if it should be decided against 
Missouri. Could it be of any earthly benefit to 
Missouri to decide this question in advance? Mr. 
B. trusted this question would not now be agitat- 
ed. They had had enongh of the Ohio and Michi- 
gan war, without entering now into an unnecessary 
controversy. Let the question be settled on its 
merits by congress; and then, if Missouri should 
not acquiesce, she might take that course which 
she should think proper. Mr. B. hoped the senate 
would go on and settle the real question in con- 
troversy. 

After a few more explanatory remarks by Mr. 
Linn and Mr. Clay, of Ala. the memorial was re- 
ferred to the coinmittee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Merrick presented a memorial from citizens 
of Maryland and the District of Columbia, sug- 
gesting that the science of agriculture might be 
promoted by reports from the committee on agri- 
culture. 

Mr. Walker presented a memorial from nume- 
rous citizens of Florida, in favor of a division of 
that territory by the “Suwanee” river. Mr. W. 
stated that a great body of the citizens of East Flo- 
rida were in favor of such a measure; they desired 
that it might be formed into two states, as their 
interests were in some measure separate and dis- 
tinct. Mr. W. thought it a matter of great im- 
portance, and well worthy the consideration of con- 
gress. 

Mr. Calhoun suggested that it might lie on the 
table for a few days, as there were rumors that a 
constitution had been formed. He agreed with the 
senator that it was, indeed, a matter of grave im- 














port, and should be proceeded in with all due deli- 
beration. 

Mr. Walker assented, provided that the motion 
should be considered as made, (and so entered on 
the journal), to refer it to a select committee, and 
that the senator would call it up in a few days. 

The memorial was then laid on the table. 

Mr. Wall from the committee on the judiciary, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of J. 3. 
Rowlettee. 

Also, reported a bill to amend an act to provide 
for taking the sixth census. 

Mr. Clay, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a supplemental bill to the act granting 
pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands, 
approved June 22d, 1838, with an amendment. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
for the occupation of Florida by armed forces. 

Mr. Strange addressed the senate at much length 
in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Tappan moved to recommit the bill, with 
instructions to make sundry amendments, the chief 
of which was understood to be that the lands grant- 
ed for aru.ed settlement should not come into pos- 
session of the settlers till January, 1842. 

On motion of Mr. Wail, the motion of Mr. Tap- 
pan, with his amendments, was ordered to lie on 
the table till to-morrow, and the amendments to be 





printed. 


After an executive session, the senate adjourned 
until Monday. 
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January 13. This morning, Mr. While, of Ten- 


from the legislature of his state in relation to a na- 
tional bank, sub-treasury, &c. 

Mr. White begged leave, in order that he might 
neither be misrepresented nor misunderstood, to 
read the answer which he had determined to send 
to the legislature. While he agreed with the re- 
solutions in objecting to the establishment of a na- 
tional bank, he dissented from them on the sub- 
treasury system, giving his reasons at length great 
in that answer, and concluded by resigning his seat 
in the senate. 


| boundary, calling on the president for all informa- 





A message was received from the war depart- 
ment, showing the appropriation necessary for the 
Indian department for the year 1840. 

Mr. Wright, from the coinmittee on finance, 
asked to be discharged froin the message of the 
president, in compliance with a resolution of the 
senate, in relation to the banks which had suspend- 
ed. On motion 2,000 copies were ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, from the report of the secretary of state in 
relation to the privileges and restrictions of the U. 
States commerce with foreign nations—2,500 co- 
pies of this document were ordered to be printed. 


The bill for the armed occupation of Florida, was | 


then taken up, when 

Mr. Benton replied to all the objections offered 
by senators. 

Mr. Preston replied in a few remarks, when the 
bill, on motion of 

Mr. Tappan, was recommitted to the committee 
on military affairs. The senate then adjourned. 

January 14. The vice-president communicated a 
report of the secretary of war, in obedience toa 
resolution asking whether Rock Island was aban- 
doned asa military post by the United States. 

The secretary said in his report that it had not 


been abandoned, but would be retained as a post) the argunent be proposed making, was directly on 


for the defence of Iowa. 

The following memorials, petitions, &c. were 
presented and appropriately referred. 

By the vice president, a memorial relating to the 
reduction of postage. 

By Mr. Grundy, from citizens of Milwaukie, 
praying a confirmation of their land titles. 

By Mr. Linn, froin the citizens of Oregon, pray- 
ing the United States to take possession of the ter- 
ritory, and extend its jurisdiction over the same. 

Also, from citizens of Missouri in relation to the 
game. 

Petitions were also presented by Mr. Allen, Mr. 
Roane and Mr. Norveil. 

Mr. Prentiss, from the committee on public lands, 
to whom was referred the memorial of the legisla- 
ture of Missouri, praying for a grant of land for the 
education and instruction of deaf and dumb per- 


























sons in that state, reported a bill granting a town- 
ship of land for that purpose to each of the states of 
the union not heretofore provided for. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a bill for the benefit of the Galena and 
Chicago Union rail road company. 

Mr. Norve!l, from the committee on public lands, 

to whom was referred the bill, introduced by him, 
making grants of public land to certain states for 
purposes of internal improvement, reported the 
same without amendment. 
- Mr. Fulton, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a bill to provide for the defence of the 
western borders of Louisiana, Missouri and Arkan- 
sas. 

Mr. F. submitted a resolution calling on the se- 
cretary of the treasury to know what steps, if any, 
had been taken in relation to the selection of a site 
for a marine hospital on Arkansas river. 

Also, that the committee on commerce inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a marine hos- 
pital at Little Rock, Askansas. 

On motion of Mr. King, the chair filled the va- 
cancy in the committee on Indian affairs; caused by 
the resignation of Mr. White, with the name of Mr. 
Sevier. 

Mr. Prentiss, agreeably to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill for the relief of the 
administrator of Joseph Edson. 

Other bills were introduced, on leave, twice read 
and referred. 

In pursuance of notice, Mr. Norvell asked and 














obtained leave to bring in a bill supplementary to | 
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tion not heretolore given in relation to that sub- 


ject. 


The sub-treasury bill was again discussed, the 
question being on raising the salary of the receiver 
at New Orleans to $4,000. Which motion failed. 

Mr. Allen then moved that it should be $3,000 
per annum, which motion was carried. 

Mr. Sevier then moved to reconsider the vote in 
relation to the increase of salary of the New York 
receiver, so as to eqnalize it with that of New Or- 
leans; but the motion was lost, ayes 20, noes 21, 

The salaries of other officers were fixed at 2,500 
dollars. 

On motion the senate went into executive busi- 
ness, and then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 10. The journal having been read— 

Mr. Randolph, of New Jersey, resumed the floor, 
and concluded the speech he had commenced yes- 
terday, in which he went into a general review of 
the New Jersey case from the beginning, arguing 
in vindication of the. course of the governor and 
council, and in favor of the right of his colleagues 
claiming under their commission. 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, next obtained the floor, and 
went intu an explanation in regard to the case of 
Roberts, in Maine, which had been alluded to ves- 
terday by Mr. Botts, who read a speech of Mr. 
Sinith’s containing doctrine alleged by him to be 
directly opposite to that Mr. S. now advocated.— 
In the close of this explanation, Mr. Smith intro- 
duced an eulogium on general Jackson, 

Mr. Slarkweaiher, of Ohio, rose to address the 
chair, when he was reminded by the speaker that 
there remained but three minutes to the time fixed 
in the orders of the day, for the election of printer. 

Mr. Bell inquired of Mr. Starkweather, whether 


the amendments moved by Mr. B. or could as well 
be made should the amendments be withdrawn, 
Mr. Starkweather replied that he intended to 
speak to the general subject; such as had been the 
practice during the debate pursued by other gen- 
tlemen, , 
Mr. Bell said he was willing to withdraw the 
ainendments, if thereby the time of the house would 
be saved; but as the gentleman’s speech would be 
made whether it was withdrawn or not, he held 


hitnself irresponsible for the further continuance of 
the debate. 


Mr. Starkweather then commenced his speech 
and had proceeded some time, when 

The speaker announced that it was 1 o’clock, the 
time fixed for the election of a printer to the honse 
this being the day to which that election had been 
postponed. [Cries of «Go on! go on!’”’] 


Mr. Rives, of Virginia, moved to postpone the 
orders of the day, and suffer the present debate to 
proceed, 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and ordered 
on this motion. 

Mr. Clifford, of Maine, inquired of the chair 
whether the order of the day was now binding the 
rules and orders of the house having been suspended 
to receive the resolution now under debate? 


The chair replied that his own judgment was 
that the order of the day was suspended with the 
rest of the rnles and orders; but the recent prac- 
tice of the house had been the other way, and the 
chair declined assuming the responsibility of chang- 
ing if. 

A debate on order hereupon arose, and, it havin 
proceeded some time, the chair reconsidered its 
opinion before expressed, and decided that the 
orders of the day were suspended, as well the spe- 
cial order as all others, and that the debate must 
therefore proceed, 

Froin \' is decision Mr. Giddings took an appeal 
whieh was discussed for some time, but eve ' 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Starkweather then resumed his speech 
which he prosecuted with great animation til] past 
iwo o’clock. Mr. Starkweather having concluded 

Phe speaker gave the floor to Mr. Clifford, of 
Main, when oaks 

Mr. Bolts rose and appealed to the courtesy of 
the gentleman from Maine to allow him to reply to 
eertain remarks which had fallen from another gen- 


ntually 


the act to abolish imprisonment for debt in certain | leman from Maine (Mr, Sinith). 


cases; whieh was read twice, and referred to the | 


committee on the judiciary. 
The vice-president having announced as the spe- 


Mr. €ltfford dectined yielding, onthe ground (as 


ine reporter understood the gentleman in a snbse. 
quent part of the proceedings to say) that he had 


cial order the bill to provide for the collection, safe- | endeavored many times, but unsuccessfully to ob- 
keeping and transfer of the public money, whieh | tain the floor. 


was discussed as to its details chiefly, until the) 
senate adjourned. | 
January 15. A resolution was introduced by Mr. | case, should a 


Mr. Botts then resumed his seat, remarking that 
whenever the gentleman from Maine, in a similar 
ppeal to his courtesy, (Mr. B). would 


Williams, of Maine, on the subject of the Maine{ yield the floor to him with the greatest pleasure. 
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Mr. Clifford then proceeded to address the house, 
commencing with the history of the controversy 
from its inception. In doing so, and in the regular 
process of his argument, Mr. C. proceeded to vin- 
dicate the conduct of the cierk of the house in the 
course which he had adopted, and proposed to read, 
as a part of his own speech, the reasons by which 
the clerk was iigietoey in taking that course, and 
which, it will be recollected, the house had here- 
tofore refused to the clerk himself permission 
to read. 

Mr- Peck objected to the reading of the docu- 
ment as out of order. He was willing to listen to 
a a of any length that the gentleman might 
inake. 

Mr. Clifford persisted that he had the floor.— 
He trusted, he said, that no other gentleman would 
object to the reading of the paper. He had but lit- 
tle experience here, but he knew something of the 
proceedings of legislative bodies, and he had never 
ksnown objection made to the reading of a paper, 
unless there was a manifest disposition to waste 
time. 

Mr. Peck inquired if the point of order was de- 
bateable. If so, he wished to submit his reasons 
for objecting. 

Mr. Clifford said he wished to read this as a part 
of his speech. 

The speaker said that, objection having been 
made, the paper could only be read by leave of the 
house. 

Mr. Clifford moved for leave, and asked the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. Wise hoped the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Peck) would withdraw his objection to the 
reading, although it certainly was better that papers 
so voluminous as this, should be published rather 
than read. For his own part, he would take this 
occasion to say that he always wished to hear this 
paper read, and from the clerk himself. 

Mr. Mitchell suggested that the paper be read by 
its title. 

Mr. Peck withdrew his objection. 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, renewed it, and in- 
dicated his intention to persist. 

Mr. Wise said the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Duncan) had been permitted to read documents 
more irrelevant than this. 

Mr. Granger inquired what the paper was? 

The speaker said that the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. Clifford) had described it as a paper drawn up 
by the clerk of the house in relation to his course 
in the discharge of his duty. 

Some few words of inquiry passed, not distinctly 
heard by the reporter, 

When the question was taken, and decided in the 
afirmative: yeas 110, nays 68, 

So the house perinitted the paper to be read. 

The clerk therefore read the paper containing his 
reasons for declining to call the names of the New 
Jersey meimbers, aud proceeded to read the appen- 
dix thereto, being acitation of the precedents by 
which his course was sutained. 

The reading of this latter document had progress- 
ed but a little, when, 

Mr. Reynolds moved that the house adjourn. 

Mr. Slanty asked the yeas and nays; which were 
not ordered, 

Mr. Bolts appealed to the gentleman who had 
moved the adjourn:nent to withdraw the motion, to 
enable him to puta distinct question to the gen- 
ileman frou Maine (Mr. Smith) belore the remarks 
of that gentlemen went into the public prints. 

Mr Clifford suggested that Mr. Smith was not at 
present in his seat. 

Mr. Boits said that the gentleman not being pre- 
sent, he conld not say what he had to say. But, in 
the mean time, he hoped the reporters would with- 
hold the remarks which the gentleman had submit- 
ted to-day. 

And the question recurring on the adjournment, 
tellers were demanded; and Messrs. Pope and Chap- 
man Were appointed tellers. 

And the affirinative vote having been announced 
as ayes 92— 

Mr. Sianly (amidst some cries for order) said he 
had asked the yeas and nays, because he wished to 
know who voted for the adjournment. The yeas 
and nays had been refused. He had observed that 
only seven whigs passed through the tellers, which 
showed that the supporters of the administration 
did occasionally go for an adjournment, although 
they were afraid to record their names. 

And the negative vote having been counted, 
there appeared 49, So the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Jan. 11. By general consent, the 
speaker \aid belore the house a communication from 
the secretary of the treasury, enclosing a printed 
copy of the receipts and expenditures for the year 
1839; which was referred to the committee on pub- 
lic expenditures. 


The unfinished business of yesterday (being the 
resolutions of the chairman of the committee of 
elections, [Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina], pro- 
posing the reference to that committee of all the 
papers. &c. in the case of the New Jersey contest- 
ed election) having been announced by the speaker, 
and Mr. Clifford, of Maine, being entitled to the 
floor from yesterday— 

Mr. Botis rose and requested the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Clifford] to yield the floor so as to ena- 
ble him [Mr. b.] to put a question to the gentle- 
inan’s colleague, [Mr. Albert Smith]. 

Mr. Clifford acceding— 

Mr. Botts said he regretted it had not been in his 
power to catch the eye of the speaker yesterday, 
that he might have submitted the question which 
he desired now to submit, at the time the remarks 
to which it bad reference were made. It was no 
fault of his that the matter had been deferred until 
this morning. He occupied a position before the 
house which was at all times a painful one—that of 
having to reply to remarks of a personally offensive 
character. And probably, it would be right, before 
he proceeded to do so, to make an explicit demand 
from the gentleman from Maine, [ Mr. 4. Smith]. 
The gentleman’s remarks were of an offensive cha- 
racter—of a character which probably the gentle- 
man himself was not fully apprized of. Mr. B. now 
called upon him to state distinctly to this house, 
whether in the language ‘vile and base slander,” 
used in reply to [Mr. B’s] remarks characterizing 
the course of the democratic party on the New Jer- 
sey contested election; and the language, that his- 
tory in all time to come would give the lie to the 
charge which he [Mr. B.] had made, that general 
Jackson was a tyrant, was intended to apply to him 
personally—whether the gentleman intended to say 
that he [Mr. B.] was the author of a vile and base 
slander, or that he had uttered a lie in relation to 
general Jackson? He required a distinct answer. 

Mr. Smith said that before he replied to the de- 
mand thus peremptorily made upon him by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Botts], he [Mr. S.] 
would inquire of the chair whether, after answering 
the demand, he should be allowed to reply to such 
remarks as the gentleman from Virginia should be 
permitted by the chair to make subsequent to that 
answer. 

The speaker replied that he could only say that 
the chair would not permit the gentleman from 
Virginia to make any remarks which were out of 
order, if the chair heard them; nor was it in order 
to reply to remarks out of order by remarks of a 
similar character. It would depend on the courtesy 
of the other gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Clifford], 
who was entitled to the floor on the question pend- 
ing before the house, whether he [Mr. 8S.] would 
be afforded an opportunity to reply. 

Mr. Smith said he would then like to know whe- 
ther his colleague would give way to him, that he 
might reply to any remarks which the gentleman 
from Virginia, Mr. B. might make subsequent to 
his answer, and which remarks the chair might con- 
sider to be in order? 

Mr. Clifford replied affirmately. 

Mr. Smith said he had then no hesitation in re- 
plying to the demand made by the gentleman from 
Virginia. 

In regard to the remarks which he, Mr. S. had 
submitted to the house in defence of gen. Jackson, 
he had simply to say that, holding as he did the 
character and public services of that individual, in 
coinimon with the whole civilized world, in the high- 
est respect and veneration, he would never permit 
his character to be assailed without replying to such 
assailment. As to the character of that individual, 
men did entertain, and had a right to entertain dif- 
ferent opinions. Whether Andrew Jackson was a 
tyrant or not, was a matterof opinion. And when 
he, Mr. S. said that all history would give the lie to 
the charge made against Andrew Jackson that he 
was atyrant, he said, or meantto say, (and he sup- 
posed that every man of common intelligence so un- 
derstood him), that thatopinion was an erroneous 
one, and that all history would so stamp it. He had 
too much respect for his station here to charge any 
gentleman upon this floor, in this house, with hav- 
ing uttered a wilful and deliberate lie. He should 
be ashamed of himself, and his constituents would 
'be ashamed of him, if he were to make such a de- 
iclaration. All be said, or meant to say, was, that 
| the opinion offered here or elsewhere, that Andrew 
| Jackson was a tyrant, would be pronounced by all 
| history to be false and erroneous. 

Mr. Bolts said he understood the gentleman, in 
the explanation he had offered, as disclaiming an 
| intention to impute any improper motive in any 
_ thing he had said—as saying that he was utterly in- 
capable of charging any gentleman with uttering a 
deliberate falsehood, but that it was an erroneous 
| impressioa—a mere matter of opinion, as to which 

















history would speak in terms not to be misunder- 
stood. 

Under these circumstances, it did not become 
him, Mr. B. to say any thing further. He wished 
it, however, to be distinctly understood that he re- 
garded the gentleman as having disavowed any in- 
tention to impute to him, in the slightest degree, 
the statementofa falsehood. If that was not so, if 
the gentleman did not distinctly disavow any inten- 
tion to use remarks personally offensive, Mr.’ B. 
wished he would say so distinctly to the house. 

The speaker here said he would state his own 
impression of what had been said. The chair did 
not understand the gentleman from Maine yester- 
day, (Mr. Smith) as imputing any thing personal to 
the gentleman from Virginia, or the chair would at 
once have arrested him in his remarks. 

Mr. Smith said he believed that such was the opi- 
nion of the house. He thought his language was 
sufficiently clear then—he had endeavored to make 
it so now; and ifhe had not succeeded, it was be- 
cause he had not the ability to express himself more 
explicitly. 

Mr. Botts said he should then not think himself 
at liberty to say any thing further. 

Mr. Duncan rose and appealed to the gentleman 
(Mr. Clifford) who was entitled to the floor on the 
New Jersey contested election, to yield for a mo- 
ment to enable him [Mr. D.] to name a paper 
which he intended to have introduced as a part of 
his speech, and he contemplated inserting it in the 
printed report thereof. 

Mr. Clifford having yielded, Mr. Duncan proceed- 
ed to say that it was nothing more than part of the 
first instalment of his speech delivered some days 
ago, and which some gentlemen in the gallery had 
turned into rhyme, and sent to the Globe office. 

Mr. D. added that he had got a good tune for it. 
[Cries from many parts: ‘“‘read it—sing it—let us 
hear it—tune up,” &c.] 

Mr. Duncan, in some apparent bewilderment as 
to the mode in which he should communicate the 
rhymes to the house, still retaining the floor— 

‘The speaker said the gentleman from Ohio was 
out of order. 

Mr. Mitchell moved thatthe gentleman be allowed 
to sing his song. ; 

The speaker interposed, saying that the gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. Clifford] was entitled to the 
floor, and that the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Du»- 
can] would take his seat. 

Mr. Duncan then resumed his seat amidst much 
manifest disappointment on the part of the house, 
which continued throughout the day, and threw a 
melancholy shade over the residue of the proceed- 
ings. 

Mr. Clifford rising to resume his argument— 

Mr. Peck inquired if the clerk bad finished read- 
ing his book. Mr. P. understood not. He under- 
stood that the clerk had skipped the title page and 
many of the anecdotes. The house had required 
that the whole document should be read, and Mr. 
P, wished to hear the whole of it. 

Mr. Clifford did not acquiesce, he said, in the 
principle laid down by the gentleman. The house 
had granted him permission to have a certain do- 
cument read, and he might avail himself of the 
privilege of using the whole or only a part of it. 
He had a right to suspend the reading if he pleased. 

Mr. Peck insisting on the reading— 

Mr. Clifford said he had not tle least objection 
to the clerk reading the whole document. 

The clerk then resumed and closed the reading of 
the appendix to his statement, [read yesterday]. 

After which, Mr. Clifford resumed his argument 
and continued to speak until past 3 o’clock, when 
the floor was obtained by 

Mr. Cooper, of Peun. in reply, who had proceed- 
ed in but a few introductory sentences when he 
yielded toa motion by Mr. Cranston for an adjourn- 
ment; on this motion the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, but refused, and therepon the house ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday, Jan. 14. Thehon, Osmyn Baker, mem- 
her elect from the state of Massachusetts, appear- 
ed, was qualified, and took his seat. 

A motion was made by Mr. Lincoln, (which eli- 
cited some debate), to amend the journal of yes- 
terday’s proceedings, so far as it related to the point 
of order which arose on the presentation, by Mr. 
L. of certain memorials. 

The motion of amendment, was, on the motion 
of Mr. Cave Johnson, laid on the table—ayes 84, 
noes 59. 

On leave given, Mr. Jones, from the committee 
of ways and means, introduced a resolution au- 
thorising that committee to employ a clerk; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson asked leave to submit @ 
similar resolution from the committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 
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Mr. Petrikin objected. 

_ Mr. W. Thompson. rose and said that, for the first 
{ime since he had had the honor of a seat in this 
house, he was abcut to ask for a suspension of the 
rule, to enable him to offer a resolution heretofore 
submitted by his friend from Virginia (Mr. Wise), 
who wag now detained from the house by indispo- 
sition. The resolution was in exact conformity to 
the action of the house yesterday, upon the subject 
of abolition; and, by its adoption, the house would 
save itself infinite time and unpleasantness. 

Mr. Chinn demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. C. said that, before the question was taken, 
he would ask that a resolution which he would send 
to the clerk’s table, and which he intended to offer 
in case of the rejection of the other, might be read 
for information. 

The speaker said it could only be read by leave. 

The resolution was read as follows: 

Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, resolutions 
and addresses of every description, touching the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, or in the 
states Or territories, or in any manner relating to the 
existence of slavery or-the slave trade in the United 
States, be referred, without debate, to a select commit- 
tee, with instructions to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Adams (who is very imperfectly heard by 
the reporters on the right of the chair) was under- 
stood to allude to the fact, that a motion to suspend 
the rule for the introduction of the same resolution 
(introduced originally by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, Mr. Wise) had been twice rejected by the 
house. And witha view to prevent the motion 
being again brought up, he moved the indefinite 
postponement of the motion to suspend. 

The speaker said it was not in order to make a 
motion for the indefinite postponement of a motion 
to suspend the rule. 

Mr. Black asked that a resolution which he had 
prepared might be read for information, in order 
that his course upon this question might be under- 
stood. 

The chair said it was not in order, but the reso- 
lution could be read by leave. 

Mr. Hoffman inquired of the chair whether, if 
the motion to suspend the rule prevailed, the effect 
would be to postpone the special order; (commenc- 
ing at one o’clock), which was the report of the 
select committee on the rules and orders of the 
house? 

The speaker was of opinion that the effect of the 
motion, if it prevailed, would be to postpone the 
special order, provided the resolution was not dis- 


posed of before the time for the special order ar- 
rived. 


Mr. Hoffman said, in that event, the house would 
be left without rules of order for to-morrow. It 
was all important that they should be consldered 
to-day, having already been twice postponed. 

Mr. Black inquired of the chair whether, if the 
motion to suspend the rule prevailed, it would then 
be in order for him to move to strike out from the 
resolution all after the word “resolved,” and insert 
his proposition as an amendment? 

The speaker having replied in the affirmative— 

Mr. Black gave notice that he should do so, in 
the event of the motion to suspend being agreed to. 

And the clerk having proceeded to call the names 
of the members, and being about to call that of 
Mr. Underwood— 

Mr. U. rose and said he should ask to be excus- 
ed from voting, unless he might be permitted to ask 


of the chair certain information on which his vote 
would depend. 


The speaker read the rule, that «all motions to 
excuse a member from voting shall be made before 
the house divides, or before the call of the yeas and 
nays is commenced; and any member requesting 
to be excused from voting may make a brief ver- 
bal statement of the reasons for making such re- 
quest,” &c. 

The chair, therefore, was of opinion that the gen- 
tleman was out of order. 

And the name of Mr. Underwood having been 
called, that gentleman did not answer to his name. 

Mr. W. Thompson said he would not submit to 
this from any quarter. 

And the roll having been called through— 

Mr. Vanderpoel rose and inquired of the chair 
whether the gentlemen from Kentucky, (Mr. Under- 
wood, had voted? Mr. V. believed not. The house, 
under its rules, had a right to insist that every gen- 
tleman who was within the bar at the time his name 
was called should vote. Was this the right time to 
raise the question? 

The speaker thought that the proper time would 
be after the list of those who had voted had been 
read over. 

Mr. Vanderpoel said he should then bring the ques- 
tion up. : 











speaker— 

The speaker put the interrogatory, ‘‘were you 
within the bar when your name was called?” 

Mr. Underwood replied that he was. But he had 
risen for the purpose of making a statement, if the 
house would hear him. 

The speaker said the gentleman could only pro- 
ceed by leave. 

Objection was made. 

And the names of the gentlemen who had voted 
having been read over. 

Mr. Underwood rose and said that his name had 
not been read. He wished to vote, but there was 
one thing upon which his vote depended. If he was 
to understand 

The speaker said the gentleman was not in order. 
He must answer ay or no. 

Mr. Underwood desired to be informed by the 
chair what the effect of the resolution would be? 
Was it to be that, if adopted, the abolition petitions 
were laid on the table, with the motion? If so, he 
should vote in the negative. If the effect was to 
leave the petition in the hand of the member, he 
should vote in the affirmative. Upon that question 
his vote depended.—He had no desire to avoid re- 
sponsibility. 

The speaker said the gentleman was out of time. 

Mr. Vanderpoel protested against the proceeding 
of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. W. Thompson submitted to the chair that the 
gentleman was obliged to vote; (and read the rule 
applicable thereto). The gentieman being within 
the bar of the house must vote. 

Mr. T. here made a remark as to what he regard- 
ed to be the effect of the resolution, but which the 
reporter could not hear. 

Mr. Cushing objected to any explanation as to the 
intention of the resolution. 

Mr. Underwood said, if it was the opinion of the 
chair that these petitions would not be laid on the 
table, he wished to vote in he affirmative. 

[Cries of ‘‘order!” ‘‘order!’’] 

And the chair then announced the decision as fol- 
lows: Yeas 128, nays 77. 

So, two-thirds not voting therefor, the rule was not 
suspended. 

Mr. Hoffman called for the spcial order. 

Mr. Campbell, oi 5. C. asked leave to offer a reso- 
lution authorising the committee of elections to em- 
ploy a clerk. 

Objection was made. 

A point of order was here raised by Mr. Adams, 
(as the reporter understood) that the call for peti- 
tions came up as unfinished business, avd was enti- 
tled te priority over the special order. 


The speaker decided that a special order, to have 
precedence over a class of business which, by the 
rules of the house, has priority over it must have 
been made special by a vote of two-thirds; but that 
a special order, made such by a majority only, would 
take precedence over other business of the same 
class, not made special. 

Mr. R. Garland appealed from the decision. 

Some debate ensue, which resulted in the with- 
drawal of the appeal, and in the success of a renew- 
ed motion from Mr. Hoffman, that the house proceed 
to the special order. 


[The report of the select committee of the rules, 
of which Mr. Hoffman was chairman, proposes se- 
veral alterations in the rules; the principal of which 
are— 

That ‘‘no member shall speak more than once (in- 
stead of twice, as the rule now stands), to the same 
question without leave of the house, unless he be the 
inover, proposer or introducer of the matter pending; 
in which case he shall be permitted to speak in re- 
ply, but not until every member choosing to speak 
shall have spoken.” 

That a motion to fix the time to which the house 
shall adjourn shall have the same right of priority 
over every other question as a motion to adjourn. 





Mr. Underwood having risen and addressed the 








To alter the rule which recognizes and defines 
the effect of the previous question, so that it shall read 
as follows: ‘The previous question shall be in this 
form: ‘Shall the main question be now put?’ It 
shall only be admitted when demanded by a ma- 
jority of the members present, and its effect shall 
be to put an end to all debate, and bring the house 
toa direct vote upon amendinents, and then upon 
the main question,” &c.] | 

The following resolution was also recommended 
by the committee for adoption by the house: 

“Resolved, That, after the adjournment of this 
session of congress the speaker direct the desks be- 





fore the seats of the members to be removed. 








these words——“‘that the duration of a speech should 
not exceed one hour.” 

Mr. Dawson suggested a further amendment— 
“and that each member entitled to an hour, shall 
have the liberty of transferring that hour. 

Mr. W. Thompson suggested, as a further amend- 
ment, that the house should appoint timers, as was 
done on the race course, and should change the 
clock for independent second hand watches. 

Mr. Biddle moved the previous question; which 
was seconded. 

In answer to an inquiry, the chair stated that the 
main question would be on the rules as amended by 
the committee. 

Mr. Lewis Williams appealed to Mr. Biddle to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question; but 
the latter gentleman persisted in his motion. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 

ut. 
: Mr. Lewis Williams demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

And the main question was then taken and decided 
in the affirmative—Yeas 126, nays 77. 

So the rule, as amended by the committee was 
adopted. 

The debate was further continued on an amend- 
ment declaring the motion declaring the day to 
which the house wiil adjourn, as well as the motion 
to adjourn, itself, not debateable; when that amend- 
ment was carried by yeas and nays: yeas 98, nays 74. © 

The question next recurred on the modification of 
the effect of the previous question, which was dis- 
cussed at great length and finally adepted without 
alteration by yeas and nays: yeas 101, nays 95. 

And then the house, at past 40’clock adjourned. 


Wednesday, Jan. 15. The journal having been 
read, Mr. Campbell, of S. C. moved that the com- 
tnittee of elections be empowered to employ a clerk. 
And a desultory conversation ensued as to the ne- 
cessity for a clerk, the compensation he should re- 
ceive, &c. which resulted in Mr, Campbell’s mo- 
difying his motion so as to limit the comnpensation 
of the clerk to $4 per diem, while in the discharge 
of his duties; in which form the motion was agree 
to. 

Mr. Howard, of Indiana, was, at his own request, 
excused from serving on the committee on the ex- 
penditures in the war department. 

Mr. Hoffman, chairman of the select committee 
on amending the rules of order, called for the order 
of the day; which was the consideration of that 
cominittee’sreport. And that being taken upas the 
unfinished business of yesterday, the question re- 
curred on the only remaining amendment reported 
by the committee. 


Mr. 4Adams suggested that this resolution was 
not in order, as it bad nothing to do with the rules 
of order, which subject alone had been referred to 
the committee. 

Before any decision was given by the chair on this 
point of order. 

Mr. Hoffman addressed the house in support of 
the resolution, urging, as his chief argument, that the 
presence of the desks, rendering members very com- 
fortable and affording them facilities for writing let- 
ters, &c. prevented gentlemen addressing the house 
from being fully sensible how weary it often was of 
listening to their speeches. Were this accommoda- 
tion removed, the house would be obliged to listen; 
and then it would soon be perceived when a speaker 
was wearying the house, and no man had hardihood 
enough to induce him long to persevere against a 
general expression of fatigue and ennui. He ap- 
pealed to the rapid despatch of business in the Bri- 
tish parliament as an illustration of his position. 

After a brief debate, in which the resulution was 
opposed by Mr. Banks, of Virginia, that gentleman 
called for the previous question. 

When Mr. Lewis Williams moved to lay the re- 
solution on the table. 

Mr. 4dams again raised his point of order, insist- 
ing that the committee were not competent to re- 
port such a resolution, it being irrelevant to the ob- 


ject of their appointment. 


This chair decided the resolution to be in order; 
and the question being taken on Mr. Williams’ no- 
tion to lay it on the table, it was carried: yeas 119 
noes 55. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Coles, of Virginia, moved as a further amend- 


iment to the rules, the substance of the resolution 
proposed by him a few days ago concerning aboli- 


lion petitions. 

Here beguna series of proceedings and debate, 
covering the general subject, which continued un- 
til the hour of adjournment; Messrs. W. Thomp- 


The first of the above meationed amendments gave | son, Monroe, Granger, Crabb and Gentry partici- 


rise to a debate. 
Mr. Clark, of New York, moved to amend the! 


amendment of the committee by adding thereto} 


| pating in the debate. 


Mr. Cooper, of Georgia, obtained the floor, and, 
on his motion, the house adjourned. 
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by fire, and nearly two hundred lives lost. 
‘rom the Bridgeport Republicun Standard, Jan. 14. 

The Lexington left New York for Stonington on 
Monday. 3 o'clock, P. M. having it is believed about 
one hundred and fitiy passengers. A large quantity of 
cotton was placed upon her decks. At 7 o’clock, when 
about two miles from Eaton’s neck, the cotton took 
fire near the smoke pipe. 

‘The boat was headed for the shore as soon as the 
effurts to extinguish the fire proved unsuccessful. She 
was provided with three boats—yet such was the panic 
whiok took possession of all minds, that they were 
hoisted out while the boat was still under headway, and 
immediately swamped. 

The engine a few minutes after gave way, leaving 
her utterly unmanageable. ‘The scene which then en- 
sued, is described as most appalling. | 

Captain Chester Hilliard, of Norwich, a passenger 
on board, from whom we have gathered these few 
particulars, states that soon after the engine stopped, 
the passengers began to leave the boat on boxes, bales, 
&c. In company with one of the firemen, he was so 
furtunate as tu secure a cotton bale, to which he lashed 
himself. He remained upon this bale, the wind blow- 
ing off Long Island shore, uutil 11 o’clock this morn- 
ing, when he was taken up by the sloop Merchant, of 
Svuth port. 

His compazion, in the meantime, had been released 
by death from his sufferings. ‘T'wo others were taken 
up by the sloop, a fireman and the pilot of the boat. 
Both were nearly insensible. Itis surprising that any 
should have survived the exposure. ‘There is too much 
reason to fear that the three are the only survivors. It 
is, er possible that the others may have been 
saved. 


The boat drifted up the sound with the tide, and was 
off this harbor about midniglit. Capt. H. states she 
sunk at 3 o’clock, as he marked the time by his watch. 

‘The efforts which last night were made, in this vici- 
nity and at Southport, to go in aid of the sufferers, 
proved, owing to the ice in the harbors, and to un- 
toward circumstances, entirely unavailing. 

We learn that a boat which succeeded in getting out 
of Southport harbor, after reaching the middle of the 
sound, was compelled to returo. 

The account which we have given of this awful 
catastrophe, is exceedingly imperfect. It may be well 
imagined that our informant is hardly in a situation to 
furnish many details. 


fe and calam‘iy. Steamboat Lexington destroyed 


The Amistad. The trial of the Africans, taken on 
the schooner Amistad, is now in progress at New Ha- 
ven. One of the witnesses on Wednesday, was in- 
terrupted by the judge, who said he was fully convine- 
ed that the men were recently from Africa. 


The army. 'The war department has issued an or- 
der that the officers of the army wear the usual milita- 
ry mourning in testimony of respect to general Ber- 
nard, lately deceased in I’rance. 


Banks of Massachusetts, The abstract of the bank 
returns of Mussachusetts, made in November, shows 
the number of banks, in that state, to be 118. ‘Total 
amount of bills in circulation, 7,875,322 50. ‘Total 
amount due from the banks, $53,273,050 36. ‘Total 
amount of specie, $1,833,272 99. 


Bank of Alabama. The insolvent and doubtful debt 
owing to the State bank of Alabaina and branches is 
estimated at five millions. ‘The largest bad debt is at 
Mobile; the smallest at Hunisville. The branch at 
Huntsville, itis said, will not lose $59,000, 


Boston and Portland rail road. This road was open- 
ed to passengers yesterday, to within a few miles of 
Exeter village. ‘This furnishes forty-four miles of rail 
road between Boston and this city. 

The public debt of Boston is estimated at $1,600,000. 


Burning of the steamboat Belle, of Missourt. We 
stated, on Saturday, that the steambvat Belle, of Mis- 
souri, was burned whilst stopping to wood above Cape 
Girardeau ou the Mississippi, on tie Illinois side. The 
St. Louis Bulletin gives the following interesting ac- 
count of the disaster: 

We have received several highly interesting accounts 
of the terrific explosion at the burning of the Belle. 
One says that it is supposed there were nearly 150 
kegs of gun powder on board, and that the explosion 
very nearly resembled an earthquake. The water was 
very much agitated, and the Susquehanna steam- 
beat trembled like a leaf. A log house, which stood 
on the bank near the river, was partly unroofed, and 
the chinkings between the logs were shaken out. 
Pieces of the wreck were thrown to an immense dis- 
tance. 


Canals. The Harrisburg Reporter states that the 
water was drawn olf from the Pennsylvania canals on 
Tuesday last. On the opening of the navigation next 
spring, the great Pennsylvania chaiu will have two 
links added to it of the most linportant character. At 
the western extremity will be added the cross cut ca- 
nal, opening a communication with the Ohio state 
canal and Lake Erie; and at the eastern end will be 
added the Susquehanna and tide water canal, render- 
ing perfect the communication with the navigable wa- 
ters of the Chesapeake bay. These additions will add 
about four hundred and fifty miles of canal to the 
Pennsylvania chain, besides the thoysand of miles of 
lake navigation in the west,and the whole Atlantic 


coast in the east. Pennsylvania will then begin to 

realize in earnest the advantage which will flow trom 

her stupendous system of internal improvements. 
(Harrisburg Chron. 


_ Convention in Ohio. The friends of the administra- 
tion in Ohio held a convention at Columbus on the 
8thof January, for the transaction of business con- 
nected with their party operations. The hon. Thomas 
L. Hamer, late a member of the house of representa- 
tives, was chosen president of the convention. Go- 
vernor Shannon was re-nominated for election to the 
gubernatorial chair. 


Election of United States senators, On Tuesday last 
N. P. Talmadge, esq. was elected United States se- 
nator from New York, receiving in the senate 19 
votes, against 10 for all others, and in the house 69 
against 59, 

Daniel Sturgeon, esq. was on Tuesday the 14th inst. 
chosen by the legislature of Pennsylvania a senator of 
the United States, in place of senator McKean, whose 
term of service expired on the fourth of March last. 
The vote on joint ballot stood for Sturgeon, (adm.) 87, 
— Ogle, (whig), 26, and Richard Biddle, (whig), 


Florida. The Tallahassee Floridian of the 28th ult. 
says—“On Saturday night last, the here | of major 
J.S. Taylor, about six miles from Monticello, was at- 
tacked by Indians and burnt to the ground. The family 
made their escape. 


Far. The most successful result, as regards the 
amount of money realised, which has yet attended 
any of the ladies’ fairs for charitable purposes, has just 
been witnessed at New Orleans, The very large sum 
of $14,033, was received by the ladies of that city as 
the proceeds of a fair in aid of the Female Orphan 
asylum, held on the four or five days immediately 
preceding Christmas. The receipts at the door, for 
the entrance fees of visiters, were, alone, $2,147. 


Fatal temerity. We learn through the Centreville 
Md. Sentinel, that on Christmas day a party of whites 
and blacks assembled at a shop or store about two and 
a half miles from Elkton, where, as is customary on 
such occasions, afier pushing the ardent for some time, 
they had a trial of skill at target-shooting. After this 
was over, two of the best “shots” among them, a white 
man and a black man, declared that they could shoot 
the hat from each other’s heads, without injury to their 
persons. Accordingly they agreed to make the trial. 
{t was settled that the black man should shoot first, 
which he did, shooting the hat from the white man’s 
head without injuring his person. It was now the 
white tnan’s turn totry his skill; and both having taken 
their stations, he levelled his gun, and blew the brains 











out of his more skillful but unfortunate rival. 


Great performance. The Philadelphia U. S. Gazette 
states that the locomotive engine which some short time 
ago brought sixty-nine laden cars over the Reading 
rail road, on Thursday last conveyed eighty-six cars on 
the same road. Among the items conveyed were fif- 
teen hundred and sixteen barrels of flour, and sixty-one 
tons of tron—the gross load conveyed. exclusive of en- 
gine and tender, being three hundred and forty seven 
tons, (of 2,240 pounds). ‘The engine moved with this 
train at the rate of twelve milesan hour. Its weight, 
including fuel and water, is not quite eleven tons. 


Gubernatorial veto. Governor Porter has vetoed the 
bili passed by the legislature ot Pennsylvania, at its last 
session, for appropriating $22,009 for the erection of a 
lunatic asylum in that state. 

Great sale of Louisiana state bonds. We are inform- 
ed that at a meeting of the council ot the second muni- 
cipality, last evening, an offer was received and accept- 
ed for the bonds of the siate, bearing five per cent. in- 
terest, received by the municipality in exchange for its 
own, under the law of lsth March, 1839. 

The offer, we learn, was made by John Minturn, 
esq. of this city, and was par, cash, deducting the 
amount due him by the municipality for paying, about 
$200,000. As the amount of state bonds exceeds 
£100,000 sterling, the municipality treasury will receive 
between two and three hundred thousand dollars in 
cash, a sum sufficient to place its finances in sucha 
position as to be independent of any possible contingen- 
cy. [New Orleans Bulletin. 


Hartford town meeting. The town meeting on the 
subject of selling liquors and wines, was held yester- 
day. ‘The following resolution was offered and passed: 

Resolved, By the electors of the town of Hartford, in 
legal town meeting assembled, that all persons have li- 
berty to sell wines and spiritous liquors, within the town 
of Hartford, for the current year. 

‘I'he vote on the question, siood—ayes 188; noes 51. 

Legislatures. The Virginia house of delegates met 
on the 3d inst. agreeably to their adjournment. In the 
senate, there was not a quorum. 

‘The legislature of New Jersey re-assembled at T'ren- 
ton on ‘Tuesday last, the 14th instant. 


Methodist college. This enterprising sect of Christians 
have been endeavoring to establish a college in Missip- 
pi. We see it stated that a subscription of $76,000 has 
been made to effect the object, and a committee has 
been appointed to select a site. 


Naval. We learn that Dr. Thomas Williamson has 
received orders to proceed to the Mediterranean as 
fleet surgeon of the U. 8. ships on that station, vice sur- 
geon B. Ticknor; and that Dr. George Blacknall will 
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succeed Dr. W. as surgeon of the naval hospita] at this- 


place. [Norfolk Herald. 
The U. S. sloop of war Erie, was at the bar of 'Tam- 
pico on the 20th ult. —all well. 


Poison. ‘The members of the family of Mr. Gigon, 
who were poisoned with arsenic, are all recovered; and 
are considered by the physicians as out of danger from 
its effects. The virtues of the hydrate peroxide of iron 
as an antedote for arsenic has been fully tested in this 
instance, as there is no doubt the lives of these six per- 
sons have been preserved by its timely use. 

[Philadelphia Herald. 


Propagation of fruit trees. ‘Take the scion for graft- 
ing, after the 1st of February and until the buds begin 
to ara considerably, dip each end of the shoot in 
melted pitch, wax or tallow; and burry it in the ground 
the buds uppermost, the body in a horizontal position; 
and at the depth of two or three inches. ‘Trees thus 
obtained yield fruit in three or four years, Shoe- 
maker’s wax will answer. [Alex. Gaz. 


Profitable office. A New Orleans paper states that 
a sheriff in that city has made $250,000 in three years. 


Relief to Mobile. The committee of relief, in Mobile, 
under date of the 4th instant, acknowledge the total re- 
ceipts of moneys subscribed for the relief of the suf- 
ferers by the late fiires in that city, to be $26,395 66 


Receipt. 'The New York Star gives the following as 
aremeuy for the croup: “Cut onions into thin slices; 
between them and over them put brown sugar—when 
the sugar is dissolved, a teaspoonful of the syrup will 
produce almost instantaneous reliet. This simple and 
effectua! remedy for this distressing malady, should be 
known to all having the care of small children. 


Refined sugar. The Boston Post publishes a state- 
ment of the number of barrels, boxes and pounds of 
refined sugar exported from that port from January 1 
to December 20, of the past year, and the places to 
which it was exported. The aggregate amount ex- 
ported is 2,951,916 lbs. The principal amounts were, 
to Naples 735,255, Trieste 823,395, Palermo 440,670, 
Valparaiso 622,782, Genoa 129,740, Smyrna 107,422. 


Shipwreck. A correspondent of the Detroit Advertiser 
states that the brig Neptune went ashore near Point 
Saible on the 23d ult. and nineteen of the twenty souls 
on board were either drowned or frozen to death. The 
captain, the only survivor, got as far as Muskego on 
the 26th, but he had both feet frozen. 


State securities. 'The interest on the Maryland state 
stocks, which fell due on the Ist instant, was paid, ac- 
cording toa New York paper, in specie, or currency 
with a premium of 9 per cent. added. 

‘The interest on the Illinois state bonds, due in New 
York on the 6th inst. has been puctually paid there. 


Syracuse and Utica rail road. The directors of the 
Syracue and Utica rail road have issued a circular to 
the stockholders, explaining why the late call for the 
final instalment was made. 

By this document we learn that the whole cost of the 
road was $911,959 92. ‘This includes necessary stock 
on hand, and for future repairs, to the amount of 
$20,500. The average cost per mile was $17,200. 

The cost of construction has exceeded the estimates 
by about $250,000 of which $109,000 was caused by 
the work being of a different character from that con- 
templated in the estimate. 

The receipts on the road for the five months it has 
been travelled over were $115,301 58 of which $97,778 
59 were applied toward the construction of the road. 

On the 12th of the present month there were $2,312 92 
due for carrying the mails which are not included in the 
above statement. 


The expenditures, on transportation account, were 
$23 599 26, and they include the sum paid for a year’s 
supply of fuel which is yet on hand. 

The number of passengers who were carried over 
the road from the 3d July to 30th November, was 
77,488. 

It is estimated that the receipts for passengers upon 
the road will amount to $200,000 per annum, and the 
expenses to $75,000. 


The usury bill which passed the lower house of the 
Ohio legislature, recognizes contracts at eight per cent. 


The Virginian. It is with great satisfaetion we find 
that this brig, having on board 40 recruits of company 
D. ofthe Ist regiment United States artillery, and 
which sailed from Portsmouth, N. H. on the 16th ult. 
was spoken on the 26th December, lat. 32 38, long. 
76 10, by the brig Wetumpka, arrived yesterday from 
Mobile. 

The Virginian had been blown off, her crew was 
frost bitten, and she was bearing up for Charleston. 


Whale ships. Judge Story has made a decision in 
the United States circuit court, reversing the judgment 
of the district court of Massachusetts, in the forteiture 
of bonds in the case of the whaling ship Isabella, of 
Fairhaven. Judge Story decided that a whaling voyage 
is not a “foreign voyage,” inasmuch as a yoyage, which 
is to be essentially performed upon the ocean, from its 
nature and objects, is not deemed foreign to the coun- 
try. 

Wheat market in Ohio. A writer in the Zanesville 
Republican states that there have been two millions 


one hundred and fifty thousand bushels of grain sold 
this vear in that county. 
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